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1.  Summary
This document proposes to avoid limiting the number of candidates when the number of the candidates which should be qualified is more than a manageable number in a single selection test phase. In such case, it is proposed to have a two-phase selection phase in a tournament. 
2. Discussion and Proposal
The qualification test is to check if each candidate meets important requirements selected from the Performance Requirements and is conducted for each candidate using different listening test lab, listeners, language, and so on. Therefore it is inappropriate to compare any candidate with another candidate based on results of the qualification test conducted differently.
It is possible to reduce the number of candidate by eliminating candidates presenting performances well below the average. However, it might be impossible to limit the number of candidates to a manageable number in the later selection phase if there are many candidates meet the requirements, since any candidate cannot be directly compared with other candidates.
Since 15 companies indicated their interest to put forward an EVS codec candidate, there is a possibility that more than 10 candidates would be qualified based on the results of the qualification test. In such case, those candidates would not be compared in a single selection test because the number of candidates is too many.
In this case, the source would like to make a proposition as given below.
Firstly, in order to reduce the number of candidates in the selection phase, asking qualified candidates consider making a joint candidate with another qualified candidate/ other qualified candidates.

Secondly, if there is no possibility of reducing the number of candidates based on technical discussion and negotiation, organizing a two-phase selection test in a tournament.
3. Conclusion
The source requests EVS SWG to consider the above procedure during planned discussing / drafting sessions for the EVS-5a[1] document..
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