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1. Introduction:

3GPP TSG SA WG4 wishes to inform about the progress on sidetone masking rating (STMR) in specification TS 26.131.
2. Comments by SA4
Issues with the STMR specification and HATS test method were identified and described in S4-(09)0633. 3GPP took a first step to reduce the issues in Release 9 by modifying the limits for nominal volume control setting to 18±5 dB (range 13...23 dB), as well as clarifications and adjustments of the usage of weighting factors for the calculation. Based on communication with ITU-T SG12 (for example S4-(10)0427) and further experience, SA4 agreed on additional updates in change request S4-(10)0686 which was approved at TSG SA and implemented in TS 26.131 Release 10. The change request (attached) includes a 2 dB increase of the lower limits (from 8 to 10 dB for any volume setting and from 13 to 15 dB for nominal volume setting) and converting the upper limit 23 dB to a recommendation. Some clarifications and recommending notes were also added/modified.
3. Actions to ITU-T SG12 and ETSI STQ
ACTION: 

N/A (for information only)
5. Date of Next TSG SA WG4 Meetings:
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