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Introduction
This document provides our comments on current EVS codec project plan in [1], which was agreed at SA4#58 meeting in Vancouver and was not revised at SA4#59 meeting in Prague. However, the project plans states that there was to develop a working assumptions to both design constraints and performance requirements at SA4#59 meeting, but only small portion of design constraints has been agreed and no part of the performance requirements was in the state of being “working assumptions”. It is obvious that the agreement on version 1.0 of both design constraints and performance requirements at this meeting (SA4#60) is a very difficult task.
Comments on Completion date of EVS work iterm

As in TR 22.813 [2], EVS codec is intended for the use of VoIP service over LTE where lower latency packet transmission is available. In fact, LTE system has already been widely launched and technically, any VoIP software applications, such as Skype, can be used in the system, regardless of being attributed to 3GPP or not. Such software applications have codecs, standardized or proprietary, performing at better quality than AMR or AMR-WB. It should be noted that there are already existing codecs, and on top of that, there is also an ongoing activity at IETF codec WG to standardize a high-quality royalty-free codec optimized for IP network. Though the outcome of this activity remains unknown, if standardized, it has a potential to become a very strong competitor to EVS. 

The sources strongly believe that not only 3GPP SA4 must justify standardization of EVS with a competitive design constraints and quality performance, it must produce the standard in a timely manner. It is very important for 3GPP SA4 to show the commitment to making the availability of the standard as early as possible and try to follow the original project plan. From operator’s point of view, EVS codec must benefit on its bandwidth capacity and/or coverage, even though there is less difference in terms of quality from the customer point of view. 

Comments on EVS codec project plan
Although time line of Release-11 work item has not been set officially yet, the sources expect to have EVS codec will be available according to the project plan, or within the timeframe of Release-11, if agreed. However, the current agreed schedule is very tight and one meeting delay can cause the completion not possible within time line of Release-11.

If EVS SWG would not complete the assigned activity at this meeting, interim adhoc meeting can be considered.
Conclusion
This document proposes to keep current EVS project plan as agreed in document S4-100383. 
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