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MPEG, a working group in ISO/IEC, has produced many important standards (MPEG-1, MPEG-2, MPEG-4, MPEG-7, and MPEG-21), as has ITU-T SG 16. Both MPEG and ITU-T SG 16 feel that it is important to standardize a flexible set of protocols, interfaces and message for Advanced IPTV Terminal (AIT) that will enable new forms of digital media services capable of innovating the current IPTV related landscape. For this reason, MPEG and ITU-T SG 16 plan to develop a standard (or an amendment to an existing standard) for IPTV terminals more advanced (in terms of functionalities) than the current IPTV terminals standardized or being standardized by ITU-T.
As stated in the attached document, “Context and Objectives for Advanced IPTV Terminal” [1], the intended standard for “Advanced IPTV Terminal” will support the service providers’ drive to deploy innovative multimedia services such as those described in [2] by identifying a set of “Elementary Services” and defining the corresponding set of protocols and APIs to enable any user in an AIT value chain to access as well as to aggregate those services in an interoperable fashion. 

MPEG and ITU-T SG 16 have produced “Requirements for Advanced IPTV Terminal (AIT)” [2] and “Use Cases for Advanced IPTV Terminal (AIT)” [3]. A Call for Proposals [4] is being issued for technologies that satisfy the requirements identified in [2] with reference to the use cases described in [3]. 

We invite you to disseminate the Call for Proposals within your community. We would like to be informed about technologies that satisfy the requirements identified in the AIT Requirements document [2]. All parties that believe they have relevant technologies for AIT are invited to submit these technologies for consideration by 2010-04-12. Received proposals will be evaluated at a meeting to be held on 2010-04-17 in Dresden, Germany. Please refer to the (attached) AIT Call for Proposals [4] for more details.
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