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The Telcos, Source of this contribution, confirm their needs for an improved voice & audio quality for their future fixed and mobile multimedia conversational services and consider the 3GPP Enhanced Voice Service (EVS) Study Item as a good opportunity to push standardization forward to answer this need.
Mobile 3GPP high quality voice services shall be based on wideband voice encoding bandwidth with possible further enhancement to super-wideband and multi-channel.

The Source underlines that bitstream interoperability with the most important voice codecs is essential for introducing a new "EVS Voice Codec" in networks and terminals. For mobile 3GPP high quality voice services an EVS Voice Codec shall consequently provide bitstream interoperability with AMR-WB.
In addition, the following high level requirements shall be carefully considered 
· Support of music and mixed content shall be considered in combination with voice.

· Stereo or multi channel presentation can be a differentiator, but it depends on the specific use case in combination with the related terminals.

· The focus shall be on conversational terminal devices used in hands free, handset, loudspeaker and head set configurations.
· The EVS standardization shall address fixed to mobile high quality interoperability issues. 
SA4 is kindly requested to consider the technical requirements derived from the requirements mentioned above and take the appropriate steps to complete the work on the ongoing Technical Report as baseline for the future EVS Work Item. Mandatory support of bitstream interoperability with AMR-WB shall become part of this Technical Report.
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