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1. Introduction
This document discusses an LS (attached) from CEN TC 278 WG15 to ETSI TC MSG on "eCall Application-Layer ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ", requesting the implementation of an higher-layer acknowledgement (HLACK) mechanism in the eCall Release 8 specifications TS 26.267 [1] and TS 26.268 [2].

It is the purpose of this document to inform SA4 about this LS because immediate action is required with the requested implementation in order to meet the eCall timeplan [3], i.e., to standardize all the required features of the eCall modem until TSG SA meeting #45 in September 2009.
Further, according to the Report from SA#44 on SA4 matters (Tdoc S4-090387 [4]), “TSG SA expects SA4 to monitor potential implications of the High Level Application Protocol design in CEN on the eCall modem and to update the Rel-8 specifications accordingly. A note on this will be put to the SA#44 meeting report. This updating should be completed by SA#45.”
2. Discussion 
After learning about this request from CEN, the development, implementation and testing of a HLACK transmission mechanism which meets the CEN requirements was carried out.
The associated changes to the eCall modem general description (TS 26.267 V8.1.0 [1]) and reference C-code (TS 26.268 V8.1.0 [2]) have been submitted to SA4 meeting #54 as change requests (Tdocs S4-090470 [5] and S4-090471 [6]). 
A further Tdoc (S4- 090484 [7]) has been submitted to explain the implementation and test results for the HLACK implementation together with an IVS-initiated signaling option which has also been requested for implementation by CEN TC 278 WG15 [8] [
3. Way forward 
By changing the eCall modem specifications [1] [2] according to the mentioned change requests [5] [6], there is a way forward, incorporating the required eCall features in the Release 8 specifications and still meeting the eCall Timeplan [3].
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