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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA4 would like to thank ATIS IIF for providing the draft Test Plan for Evaluation of Quality Models for IPTV Services. It is our understanding that this ATIS IIF specification will allow objective audio/video quality models to be validated, with the new possibility to have quality measurement solutions that may not need to be standardized.
You will find below our initial comments to your liaison, hoping they can be useful in the drafting of the Test Plan.
SA4 has been recently working on updating and specifying Quality of Experience (QoE) reporting for 3GPP multimedia services. At the present stage, in Release 8, QoE metrics and reporting mechanisms are defined for multimedia sessions in Multimedia Telephony Service for IMS (MTSI), Packet-switched Streaming Service (PSS) and Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS). The outcome of this work can be found in 3GPP specifications TS 26.114 for MTSI, TS 26.234 for PSS and TS 26.346 for MBMS. This work done by SA4 may be taken under consideration in the Test Plan drafted by ATIS IIF.

It should be noted that SA4 has no ongoing activity on specifying objective quality evaluation algorithms based on QoE metrics.
SA4 has specified audio and video media types, which differ slightly from those being currently considered in the draft Test Plan for Evaluation of Quality Models for IPTV Services. One possibility is for ATIS IIF to take into account the audio/video codec operating modes/profiles/levels currently defined in 3GPP, as found in TS 26.114 for MTSI, TS 26.234 for PSS and TS 26.346 for MBMS.  
For the specific case of channel errors it should be noted that 3GPP usually conducts experiments with transmission error patterns generated with mobile network simulators, rather than using the models presented in the draft Test Plan.
The Test Plan proposed at the present stage allows a lot of flexibility when selecting original audiovisual contents together with the duration of the video sequences to be studied [Chap. 5 in draft Test Plan]. On top of that, the Working-Text mentions that the scoring will refer to several QoE criteria [3.2] following the analysis of the sequence. This aspect is not translated in the proposed table of results where only MOS, MOSp raw, MOSp fitted scores are detailed [Table B.6]. It would be interesting to mention which type of audio and video artefacts were encountered during the measurements as stated in the paragraph [3.2]. 

2. Actions:

1. 3GPP SA4 would appreciate being updated with future progress in the Test Plan for Evaluation of Quality Models for IPTV Services. We would also welcome feedback whether ATIS IIF foresees further actions from SA4 on this Test Plan. 
2. 3GPP SA4 is also aware of ongoing work in this area in ITU-T SG12 and VQEG, and we would like to know how the ATIS IIF work relates to the work in these groups. 

3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG4 Meetings:

TSG-SA WG4 Meeting #54
22 - 26 June 2009
Ystad, Sweden

TSG-SA WG4 Meeting #55
17 - 21 Aug. 2009
Asia (TBD)
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