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1 Introduction

At the SA#49 meetings the eCall Phase 2 Timeplan  [1] was updated. Subsequently there was email discussion among the interested parties and it was felt that a further update was needed, and the latest update is in a contribution [2] to this SA4#50 meeting. This contribution raises a few topics for discussion in the interest of keeping the ambitious schedule on the eCall in-band modem standardization.
2 Funding for characterization test

During the selection test, the testing cost was shared among all candidates. However, it cannot be assumed that cost for characterization test will be shared in the same manner. Depending on the size of the test, test cost could be onerous for the winning candidate to bear alone. Therefore, external funding option should be explored in a timely fashion to ensure that characterization test with sufficient coverage is carried out on schedule.
3 Verification test and characterization test
It was generally felt that a characterization test was necessary to test conditions that are realistic but not yet already covered in the selection test. In addition, a verification phase will ensue for interested companies to verify the winning candidate after selection in SA4#50. The Timeplan indicates that the verification phase lasts until SA4#51 in November. This should allow sufficient time for this task. 
However, the characterization test phase won’t start before November and has to be completed before SA4#52 in January 2009. This schedule is very ambitious. SA4 should define realistic test cases to ensure that we test the solution reasonably well and meet the standardization schedule. We should leverage existing test setups used in the selection test as much as possible, provided that the developer of the test setup grants permission to use it for this purpose.
4 Minimum performance requirements
In light of the standardization schedule and 3GPP’s need to deliver an eCall solution to the European community soon, we propose that the complete (transmitter & receiver) bit-exact fixed point reference c-code be made normative.  This would avoid the need for, and delay of, 3GPP SA4 developing a “Minimum Performance Requirements” TS before delivering a complete eCall solution to the European community.
The minimum performance TS would be redundant and not necessary as the complete bit-exact fixed-point reference c-code of the selected eCall modem solution has gone through selection tests and will be subject to rigorous verification tests.  Furthermore, the performance of this reference c-code will be further characterized extensively in the characterization test.
5 Conclusion

This contribution proposes that SA4 adopt the following for the next step of eCall in-band modem standardization:

· Seek external funding for characterization tests
· Leverage existing test setup for characterization tests
· Make the complete reference c-code of the selected eCall in-band modem normative and not develop a “Minimum Performance Requirements” TS
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