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The Joint Video Team (JVT) of ISO/IEC MPEG & ITU-T VCEG (ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 and ITU-T SG 16 Q.6) would like to inform you of some recent progress in our work on enhancements of the ITU-T Rec. H.264 & ISO/IEC 14996-10 Advanced Video Coding (AVC) standard. We have recently completed standardization of a new amendment to our AVC specification enabling Multiview Video Coding (MVC).
This amendment provides improved coding efficiency of stereo and multiview video compared to simulcast.  The design does not require changes to the slice and macroblock level syntax, thereby keeping the core AVC decoding processes unchanged relative to decoding a single view.  The MVC specification also provides backward compatibility with AVC decoders by specifying the mandatory inclusion of a single base view that can be decoded by AVC High profile decoders.  It is also capable of maintaining full resolution and quality of all views.
The MVC amendment specifies one new profile, the Multiview High Profile, which uses the same coding tools supported by the High Profile.  Level constraints for this profile have also been specified so that fixed decoder resources of single-view AVC decoders, such as memory, could be repurposed for decoding stereo and multiview video bitstreams.  We believe that the specified profile and level definitions are suitable to support high-quality stereo and multiview video applications, and welcome further discussions with your organization on this subject.
