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The document S4-AHP255, MORE Technical proposal for DIMS, proposes to use a so-called similarity/dissimilarity information (section 16) for error concealment purposes. This information measures the similarity/dissimilarity between two SVG scenes by comparing their XML graphs.
We have strong concerns about this technology since this similarity/dissimilarity information may lead the user agent to make incorrect assumptions about the validity of the scene provided.

For example, a service provider may provide a map of risks of avalanches in a ski resort, where the risk is indicated by a tiny green (safe) or red (unsafe) flag. From a syntactical point of view, two scene graphs where a flag is either green or red are very similar. From a semantic point of view though, the difference is crucial. 
We therefore strongly believe that the proposed functionality is not desirable for DIMS.
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