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1 Introduction
The MIME type for 3GP files [1] only include MIME media type and MIME media subtype [2]:

video/3gpp

(any 3GP file)
audio/3gpp

(audio-only 3GP file)
No parameters are defined, which means that no further information about the file can be conveyed through the MIME type. A player or receiving agent must open the file and start parsing it in order to determine whether it can be rendered given a set of codecs.

The same problem applies to other “container” files such as MP4 and 3G2. After recognizing this problem, IETF standardized a new Codec parameter [3] that can be used with MIME types in order to specify all codecs indicated to render the content of the corresponding file. 
The Codecs parameter can be used with any container file and in particular with file formats based on the ISO Base Media File Format. The syntax of the Codecs parameter is defined to express codecs of media tracks. Examples:

video/3gpp; codecs="samr, s263"

(3GP file with AMR and H.263)
video/3gpp; codecs=mp4v.20.9

(3GP file with MPEG-4 Visual SP @ L0)

2 Proposed actions
In order to make use of the Codecs parameter for 3GP files, it is necessary to update the MIME media type registration. Fortunately, there is a new routine that simplifies the process. Since IANA no longer requires an IETF RFC for registering a MIME type, it is possible to publish the updated MIME type in TS 26.244 [1]. Hence, we propose the following actions:

1. Ericsson drafts a CR to TS 26.244 including an Annex with the updated MIME type. 
a. In addition to including the Codecs parameter, we also propose to define syntax for signaling details in the Codecs parameter, such as profile/level for H.263 and possibly other codecs whose support in 3GP files is defined by TS 26.244. 

b. In addition to listing codecs of media tracks, it should also be possible to list MIME types of files contained in a 3GP file. The proposal should include the necessary syntax for this as well.

2. Once the new Annex is approved we ask IANA to update the pointer to it.

3. As a last step the current MIME type registration [2] should be made obsolete.

With this contribution, we solicit feedback on our proposed actions.
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