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We would like to thank the ITU-T SG16/Q.1 for asking the IMTC 3G-324M Activity Group (AG) to investigate the technical viability of the Fast Media technology, and of the Call Accelerated Negotiation (CAN) technology and to identify possible inter-operability issues with legacy devices. We would be happy to assist ITU-T SG16/Q.1 in answering any upcoming questions. 

During the first week of February the IMTC 3G-324M AG organised a face to face test session for the members. During this event, interoperability of four implementations of Fast Media was tested; some fallback scenarios were also tested. Tests were carried out using both ISDN and WCDMA.  No testing was performed using implementations of CAN.

Session signalling of Fast Media to Fast Media calls was attempted between all implementations, the group could not agree on the interpretation of results. The testing was of basic connections between Fast Media terminals. However the testing did not cover all scenarios of interest. The IMTC 3G-324M AG continues to be interested in further testing to determine the performance of the implementations. The AG is also interested in the performance when there is a mismatch in preferred codecs, and/or when codec replacement occurs.

Some Fast Media to legacy testing was also carried out at the event, as requested by ITU-T SG16/Q.1.  In particular, the available Fast Media implementations were tested against (non-Fast Media) 3G-324M implementations provided by the attending members. 

Based on the basic testing completed so far, IMTC 3G-324M AG is currently not in the position to offer conclusive advice on the viability of either the Fast Media or CAN techniques as far as technical and/or, interoperability issues. We plan to continue our testing work, and are in the early stages of planning a face to face testing event to be held in the June/July 2006 timeframe.  In particular we plan to focus Fast Media testing activities as follows:


• Additional Fast Media fallback scenarios


• Replacement of established Fast Media channels using H.245 logical channel procedures


• Fast Media legacy fallback against a wider pool of legacy devices


• Fast Media performance under realistic error conditions

The IMTC 3G-324M AG would welcome feedback from ITU-T SG16/Q.1 on the above focus areas for testing, as we are currently working on a more detailed test plan.  We plan to continue testing along these lines, and we are confident that we will have more information and a recommendation available by the next planned SG16 meeting in November.
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