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1. Overall Description:

RAN1 would like to thank SA1 for their LS on higher date rates in MBMS user service.  RAN1 have the following clarifications on currently supported MBMS data rates and those under study.

RAN1 can confirm that the user data rates shown in Annex A of 22.246 are near the practical maxima for PTM MBMS in Rel-6 UTRAN.  Data rates in the order of 500kbps are supported by UE capability.  However, using 500kbps for a single MBMS logical channel requires less robust channel coding than the 384kbps shown in 22.246 and so will be less efficiently transmitted and use nearly all of the available power in a cell.  Furthermore, degradations due to inter-frequency or inter-RAT measurements will degrade coverage of such a high data rate.

RAN1 would like to clarify that higher data rates than those in 22.246 are possible for a single MBMS logical channel if it is carried PTP on HSDPA physical channels.  However, as PTP operation is naturally less spectrally efficient than PTM operation, it is not envisioned for cases where there are a significant number of MBMS users in a cell.

While significantly higher data rates (in excess of 2 Mbps) for MBMS are being investigated in the RAN1 LTE study, there is no open Rel-7 work item in RAN1 to improve MBMS data rates.

2. Actions:

None
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN1 Meetings:

RAN1#44
13-17 February 2005
Denver, USA

RAN1#45
08-12 May 2006 
China (TBD)

