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1
Proposal

Nokia has considered the current schedule of MBMS Rel. 6, and it is concerned that delaying further its finalization schedule because some features are not completed would harm MBMS deployments and business opportunities. 

This is particularly true for the Forward Error Correction functionality, already under discussion since more than one year, but for which SA4 has not found an agreement so far.

For the sole purpose of facilitating the progress and finalization of MBMS in SA4 (and at 3GPP level), Nokia decided to simplify the FEC code selection process to the extent that at this meeting, a final decision will be taken on the selected FEC code for MBMS. 

To realize this goal, Nokia decided to withdraw the FEC code candidate (Reed-Solomon) so far supported. This includes the withdrawal of the document S4-050265 (Reed-Solomon code specification for MBMS download and streaming services), and includes no submission for additional simulation results on Reed-Solomon FEC. 

This will certainly save time during the SA4#35 meeting, considering also that in SA4 there seems to be a wide companies support for the other FEC code candidate (Raptor), and this will also speed up the decision on the FEC code to adopt for MBMS.

Regarding performance and complexity of the alternative FEC code candidate, Nokia has shown in the past (by means of extensive sets of simulation results) that the performance and complexity of Reed-Solomon and Raptor are rather similar for many of the relevant operational points. Therefore, Nokia is not concerned on factors such as performance and complexity of Raptor, if this will be adopted as FEC code for MBMS. This is yet another fundamental reason why Nokia decided to withdraw the Reed-Solomon FEC code proposal.

Nokia believes this decision must be a turnpoint in the MBMS Rel. 6 finalization, and requests that a final decision on FEC code be taken at this SA4#35 meeting.
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