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Past contributions and discussions pointed out that without a mechanism to acquire service and session descriptions on UE request, MBMS could not provide a complete solution for service usage. 
The main problem raised was related to UEs that are out of coverage and as a result may miss updates of service description information and service data and may lack up-to-date information on the service. For example, a UE that is switched on after several days needs to be aware of the latest available service descriptions.
Additionally, services may be discovered through non-MBMS means and if the user wishes to immediately activate them, service descriptions are immediately required. Additionally prior to subscriptions, the UE may need to verify that UE capabilities are in line with service descriptions.

The following contribution proposes use of the HTTP interface to the interactive service announcement function so that service information and service and session descriptions can be accessed in a well defined and unambiguous way, in the case they are not already available on the terminal (through an MBMS bearer).

4.4.5
User Service Discovery / Announcement function

The User Service Discovery / Announcement provides service description information, which may be delivered via an Session and Transmission function or via the interactive announcement function. 
[Editor’s note: Description of the User Service Description / Announcement function in this clause is ffs]
4.4.6 
Interactive Announcement Function. 

An Interactive Announcement Function may offer an alternative means to provide service descriptions to the UEusing HTTP. 
<< Next Change >>
5.2.4 Service Description Metadata through HTTP
Service description metadata fragments may be acquired through an HTTP session. Within the BM-SC the Interactive Announcement Function provides service and session description metadata fragments carried over HTTP. 
HTTP sessions should be used when session description metadata fragments are not available on the UE and are required for immediate use. Examples of such instances include:
· In some cases a user service may be discovered through alternative means (e.g. a subscription site) which may then provide a URL to service description metadata (in a format described in section 5.2.2.4). The user expects to be immediately able to activate the service and therefore service description information is immediately required
· In case the user service is activated and one or more of the metadata fragments has expired or is no longer available, the MBMS receiver shall fetch the service description metadata fragment through the Interactive Announcement Function using HTTP.











































