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1 Objective

SA4 #33 has to take a decision regarding MBMS audio codecs. This contribution is providing input into the decision making process

2 Candidate differences

The two candidates in this process, Enhanced aacPlus and Extended AMR-WB, exhibit different performance characteristics. Those should be mapped on the intended application scenarios for MBMS. If, based on that, a subset of the candidate codes needs to be selected, any other codecs available in the system by default as well as the commercial relevance of the various usage scenarios should be taken into account.

3 Relevant activities in other standardization bodies

A number of standardization bodies besides 3GPP deal with applications similar to MBMS. Among those, DVB-H is probably most advanced in its development work. Harmonization between standards targeting similar receiving terminals would greatly benefit manufacturers and service providers and should therefore be aimed for.

4 Market presence of the candidates

Broad deployment or foreseeable broad deployment of any candidate for applications besides MBMS in relevant terminals should be considered an advantage as it reduces the incremental cost of adding MBMS functionality to a device.

5 Proposal

The authors propose to take the factors above into account when selecting the audio codec(s) for MBMS. The authors further believe that the Enhanced aacPlus codec provides a superior match to the relevant selection criteria and should therefore be selected as a mandatory codec for MBMS.
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