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· In general, it is desirable to set a quality threshold for video encoders. The question, however, is how this can be achieved with reasonable effort. It was noted that it seems that no such work has been performed before for video. Hence, the effort should be reasonable and match the needs of the industry.

· One of the challenging tasks for providing video encoder specifications is the definition of a commonly accepted video quality measure.

· It was agreed that bit-exactness as the only means to meet an encoder specification is not desirable for various reasons. However, bit-exactness as an alternative of meeting specified video quality requirements according to a quality measure is a reasonable approach. The remaining problem is the specification and/or selection of a suitable video quality measure.

· Subjective testing (though providing relevant data if done carefully) results in a very high effort for vendors and also poses a high risk when the results of an external test lab are required. Hence, it was agreed that subjective testing should not be used to decide if an implementation conforms to an encoder specification.

· It was noted that work is ongoing in the ITU-T related to objective video quality measurement in co-operation with the Video Quality Expert Group. VQEG is in the initial stages of investigating objective quality assessment of multimedia services accessed from mobile devices. The recommendation by VQEG and standardization process within the relevant bodies, ITU-T SG 12/SG 9, could potentially last until 2006. 

· SA4#33 prepared a WID on Video Codec Performance Requirements.









