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1. Overall Description:

SA4 thanks SA2 for their LS on optimisation of voice over IMS. SA4 would like to communicate that a solution to the problem has been defined for the handling of RTCP. This is briefly illustrated below.

In general, RTCP is recommended to be used. However, for voice over IMS the recommendation is not to use RTCP.   Furthermore, during session on-hold RTCP packets should be sent, in order to allow the detection of link aliveness. In normal cases where RTCP packets are sent, we recommended to use short packets  in order to minimize the delay/loss effects caused by the lower layer processing.  
It is in SA4 intention to consider the definition of an SDP parameter to describe the maximum used RTCP packet size, in order to allow easier interworking with non-3GPP endpoints, and minimize the impact of RTCP on the voice quality for external terminals. SA4 would like to get feedback from CN3 on this aspect.

The solution above is an application level solution that will   solve some Voice over IP usage problems, and mitigate others. However as a full RTCP removal is not always possible, SA4 would like the RAN groups to continue to work on RAN solutions.

2. Actions:

To CN3: give feedback on the above issue.

To RAN groups: communicate to SA4 the outcome of possible RAN solutions for optimized transport of voice over IMS.

3. Dates of Next TSG-SA4 Meetings:

TSG SA4#30 23-27 February 2004, Sophia Antipolis, France.

TSG SA4#31 17-21 May 2004, Location TBD.

