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_____________________________
Regarding a requested level definition in H.264 / MPEG-4 AVC

We thank 3GPP TSG SA4 for its interest in the use of ITU-T H.264 | ISO/IEC 14496-10, as communicated to us by Nokia (reference: 3GPP TSG SA4 Document S4 (03)0509 and VCEG document VCEG-T04).  Regarding the request for a different level than either level 1 or 1.1 of the current specification:  ITU-T SG16 Q.6 (VCEG) agrees that it would be good to provide this, and among the methods of providing it, VCEG prefers not to take corrigendum approach, as we understand there are product plans for the existing level 1.  As an alternative, a backward-compatible approach of using the reserved_zero_5bits syntax element appears prudent.  For timeliness, we expect this to be included in the same amendment as the professional extensions, an amendment that is in the drafting stage of development in the JVT toward expected approval in 2004.

Regarding a proposed new level of H.263 Annex X

We thank 3GPP TSG SA4 for its interest in a new use of ITU-T H.263, as communicated to us by Nokia (reference: 3GPP TSG SA4 Document S4 (03)0557 and VCEG document VCEG-T05).  We agree with the spirit of the desire to define a new level of H.263 Annex X having the stated capabilities.  However, we find two aspects (CPFMT and CPCFC) of the requested "level 15" to be difficult to reconcile with the current design of the levels in Annex X, as existing levels with higher numbers than 15 would not be a superset of the capabilities of the new level.  To address the stated need, we intend to define the new level to have a level number between 40 and 50 and to define special behavior for this new level number which will not require these decoders to be capable of decoding levels 20 and 30.  We believe this will address the need stated by 3GPP SA4 while retaining greater consistency with the current design, and believe that this approach should be acceptable to SA4.

We look forward to continued cooperation on these matters.
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