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· [1] Test and processing plans: S4-030561 "Draft PSS/MMS High-Rate Audio Selection Test and Processing Plan Version 0.4" and S4-030527 "Draft AMR-WB+ and PSS/MMS Low-Rate Audio Selection Test and Processing Plan Version 0.7".

· [2] Work plan: S4-030572"PSS/MMS audio codec and AMR-WB+ development and selection schedule"

· [3] Funding: S4-030570 "Draft - Funding of audio codec testing v. 0.2"

· 
1. Introduction

SA4 is currently conducting an audio codec selection for the Rel-6 of 3GPP. The targeted applications are streaming (PSS) and messaging (MMS). For this purpose, SA4 is organizing an audio quality evaluation by means of subjective testing of the candidate codecs. The intent of this call is to identify interested organization in the support of this testing.

2. Supporting entities and associated tasks

The following supporting entities are defined

· Listening labs

· Host lab and mirror host lab

· Selection entity

· Entity providing vote collection template

· Global analysis lab

The next sections describes the tasks to be conducted by each supporting entity. Each task is described by means of the following information: task description, input, output, relevant specification documents, schedule and budget.

2.1 Listening labs

Task description: The listening labs are responsible to conduct the subjective testing according to the test plans [1]. Companies that are supporting a candidate are allowed to perform experiments. However, in that case they are not allowed to perform the mirror experiment.

Input: Listening labs will receive testing material from the host lab. 

Output: Listening labs will provide the results of their testing to the global analysis lab. They will also provide a full report of the experiments they conducted and present this report in the 3GPP TSG SA4 plenary selection meeting.

Schedule: The experiments will be conducted at a time indicated in the work plan [2].

Budget: The budget allowed for each experiment is indicated in the funding document [3].

2.2 Host lab and mirror host lab

Task description: The host lab is responsible to conduct the preparation of candidate material and the processing of the testing and training material according to [1]. The mirror host lab will conduct the exact same processing, and crosscheck the processed material with the one obtained by the host lab. The host lab will also perform the blinding of the candidate material.
Input: The host lab will receive candidate testing material after the call for the material. The host lab and mirror host lab will receive the selected material from the selection entity. They will receive the processing scripts and tools from the companies that will have agreed to provide them. They will receive executables of the candidate codecs from the codec proponents as well as executables of the reference codecs.

Output: The host lab will provide the prepared proposed material to the selection entity. The host lab will provide the processed material to the listening labs. It will also provide to candidates the processed material corresponding to their codec for verification purposes.

Schedule: The processing will be conducted at a time indicated in the work plan [2].

Budget: The budget allowed for the processing is indicated in the funding document [3].

2.3 Selection entity

Task description: The selection entity will select testing and training material according to [1].

Input: The selection entity will receive the blinded candidate material from the host lab. 

Output: The selection entity will provide the selected material to the host lab. The selection entity will provide SA4 with a report about the selection process. 

Schedule: The selection will be conducted at a time indicated in the work plan [2].

Budget: The budget allowed for this selection work is indicated in the funding document [3].

2.4 Entity providing vote collection template

Task description: This entity will provide the vote collection template according to [1].

Input: none

Output: The vote collection template will be sent to listening labs.

Schedule: This task will be conducted in advance to the testing time indicated in the work plan [2].

Budget: no budget is allowed for this task.

2.5 Global analysis lab

Task description: The global analysis laboratory will combined the test results and perform the statistical analysis. 


Input: The global analysis lab will receive test results (in spreadsheets) from the listening labs. It will receive the keys to the blinding of material from the host lab.
Output: The global analysis lab will present the results to the selection SA4 plenary meeting. Any deviations from the specifications will be documented along with the results.

Schedule: The analysis will be conducted at a time indicated in the work plan [2].

Budget: The budget allowed for this task is indicated in the funding document [3].

3. Action

SA4 kindly request interested organization to contact M. Paolo Usai, secretary of 3GPP TSG SA4 as soon as possible in order to be considered.






