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3GPP TSG SA WG4 Codec would like to thank GCF UTRA Agreement Group (UAG) for their LS GCF-U-02-054 addressing audio test case 7.8.1 of TS 26.132.
1. Discussion of Audio Test Case 7.8.1, Sending Distortion

3GPP TSG SA WG4 Codec acknowledges that until R99, audio tests on GSM phones were made using DAI - (Digital Analog Interface), while now test methods for 3G phones result in air-interface test signals passing through speech codecs AMR (narrowband or wideband). 

3GPP TSG SA WG4 would like to point out that, despite some proprietary noise suppression (AMR-NS) algorithms are operating as per TS 06.77, such AMR-NS algorithms may only claim they are fulfilling the minimum set of performance requirements contained in TS 06.77, and do not produce undesirable and/or noticeable annoying artifacts. 3GPP TSG SA WG4 only endorses such AMR-NS algorithm performance, but the AMR-NS is not part of the 3GPP standard algorithms.

The currently defined test signal for TC 7.8 1, e.g. ~1kHz sine, should be applied to activated AMR speech codecs, but, either the AMR-NS algorithms could be de-activated during the measurement or, in any case, the Note in 7.8.1 of TS 26.132 should be interpreted that the AMR-NS is expected to be transparent.

2. Request for Investigation

GCF UTRA AG is asked to investigate audio test case 7.8.1 when applied to 3G terminals (without AMR-NS impact) by collecting information from different 3G terminal manufacturers and report specific test case 7.8.1 problems, e.g. for what ARL levels the required sending ratio is never achievable.
If GCF UTRA AG will confirm that it is not be possible to use this TC, because the current test method is such that meaningful test results are not possible for most/all terminal manufacturers, 3GPP SA WG4 is ready to change the requirements in TS 26.231, and the corresponding test case in TS 26.132.
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