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This document proposes a minor enhancement to the timed text format, regarding background fill.

The text track specification draws text in a text box, which may be moved, which in turn is placed within a static text track region.  This is shown in the diagram in 26.245, reproduced here:


[image: image1.wmf]
In the current document, the background fill is documented to fill only the text box (section 5.7):

“The text box is filled with the background colour;  after that the text is painted in the text colour.  If highlighting is requested one or both of these colours may vary.”

The fact that the text box rather than the region is filled can be undesirable in some situations.  The text box can be moved within the region as the track plays, whereas the region is statically defined and immobile.  Two of the problems that can come up are:

a) Since the text is justified within the text box, left-aligned text (for example) is left-aligned in the same areas as the background fill;  if the author would like a ‘margin’ this cannot be achieved;

b) If the text box is moved (for example, from left to right, to be under the speaker in a dialog video), the background fill moves with it always;  it is sometimes better to fill the region and not have the fill itself move.

For these reasons we propose introducing a new sample description flag and re-writing the sentence above.

The sample description flag is added to the existing flags:

displayFlags:
scroll In 
0x00000020
scroll Out 
0x00000040
scroll direction 
0x00000180

/ see above for values
continuous karaoke
0x00000800
write text vertically
0x00020000
fill text region
0x00040000

And the above paragraph in 5.7 re-written:

“Either the text box or text region is filled with the background colour;  after that the text is painted in the text colour.  If highlighting is requested one or both of these colours may vary.”

And the following explanation of the new flag supplied:

If the ‘fill text region’ flag is 0 (the default value, and the value from previous releases), then the background fill is applied to the text box only.  If this flag is 1, then the author is requesting that the background fill be applied to the entire text region, if possible.  Note that this flag was not defined in previous releases and will not therefore always be interpreted.  Implementation of this flag is recommended but not required for compliance.
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