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1. Introduction
On March 31st 2003, Coding Technologies indicated via the SA-4 reflector its intention to provide an additional candidate codec into the audio codec selection under the PSS Rel.6 workitem. The non-binding indication was provided in time, according to the decisions made at SA#19.

During the ad-hoc meeting on audio coding in April 2003, a desire was indicated to receive more information about this new candidate codec.

This document provides more information about the candidate codec.

2. 
Technical Brief 

The proposed codec builds on aacPlus technology to provide state-of-the-art audio coding at low data rates. It is compatible with the MPEG-2 and MPEG-4 AAC LC profile as well as the new MPEG-4 High Efficiency AAC profile. In particular, the decoder of the proposed codec can decode MPEG AAC LC as well as aacPlus bitstreams. 

The proposed codec includes extension technologies on top of aacPlus which further enhance the performance of the codec, particularly at the very low data rates.

At higher data rates, the new codec reverts to standard aacPlus coding (which in itself reverts back to AAC at even higher data rates) and provides the high sound quality for which aacPlus is already recognized. 
3.
Listening test results

In order to demonstrate the fact that the new proposed codec actually forms a viable candidate, the figure below is provided. It contains the results of an internal listening test performed with 8 expert listeners at the Coding Technologies facilities in Nuremberg. The test was conducted with headphones. Several speech and mixed content items were selected and encoded with both aacPlus and the new proposed codec at 16 kbit/s. 
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