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1. Introduction

The current working assumption for audio codecs for streaming and messaging services was agreed as:

· in the lower bit rate audio range (12 kbit/s to <32 kbit/s, as defined in the S4-020660) there were two contenders being presented, namely aacPlus and the proposed Wideband AMR Extension presented as a work item to SA4.

· in the higher bit rate audio range, the group agreed that at the present moment, aacPlus and AAC appear to be the contenders in that field

According to the extended AMR-WB codec (AMR-WB+) work item description [1], the extended AMR-WB codec will be considered as a candidate for PSS and MMS services in 3GPP Rel-6. SA4 will define the selection criteria for a codec for low-rate high quality audio applications. To proceed with the work efficiently, this document proposes a joint audio codec selection testing process for low-rate high quality audio streaming and messaging in SA4. 

2. Joint AMR-WB+ and PSM audio codec testing for PSS/MMS 

The current time plan for Rel-6 PSS specifies the AMR-WB+ selection testing after which the PSS/MMS audio codec testing is conducted between the selected AMR-WB+ codec and the other contender codec according to the working assumption [2].

It is proposed to combine the testing effort in selection of AMR-WB+ codec and audio codec for lower bit rate PSS/MMS services. Since the performance requirements of AMR-WB+ codec are very much aligned with the expected requirements of lower bit rate audio coding in PSS/MMS, the joint testing seems to be feasible. In addition, combined testing would save resources and enable thorough testing.

The draft AMR-WB+ test and processing plan [3] could be used for joint selection testing given the codecs under test are the candidate codecs for PSS/MMS services.

The joint testing process could begin after the TSG-SA4#26 meeting in May 2003 according to the time plan. The results should be available in TSG-SA4#28 meeting in September 2003 for codec selection. This would leave the TSG-SA4#27 meeting in July 2003 as a coordination meeting for the testing. 
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