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3GPP SA4 would like to thank IMTC PSS-AG for identifying the backward compatibility issue in S4-020528.  We have considered the issue and the solutions presented in the document.  The first solution, mandating media-level ‘b=AS:’ in Release-4, is not an option since Release-4 specifications are frozen against this type of change.  SA4 shares the PSS-AG view that the second option, removing the mandate from Release-5, would result in suboptimal QoS allocation for Release-5.

To resolve the issue, SA4 will clarify in the specification that a Release-5 client must handle the case where the bandwidth information is not provided.  The mandate for a Release-5 server to provide ‘b=AS’ at the media level will be left intact.  The associated CR to TS 26.234 Rel-5 is attached for your review.
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