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Overview

This document describes some of the expected high level use cases, scenarios and reasoning behind supporting XHTML Mobile Profile as a presentation language for MMS messages.

Background

XHTML Mobile Profile is a WAP Forum specification [TODO: REFERENCE IT], that is based on XHTML Basic which itself is specified by the W3C.  XHTML Mobile Profile is designed for use in resource-constrained devices such as mobile phones, PDAs and set top boxes.

XHTML is HTML 4.0, the most popular document authoring language, written to adhere to the XML syntax.  XHTML can be rendered on existing HTML 4.0 clients by adhering to a simple set of guidelines.
XHTML Use Cases

The use cases enabled by XHTML are complementary to those enabled by SMIL 2.0 derivatives.  Whereas SMIL 2.0 languages enable synchronized display of media and text, XHTML contains many features oriented towards text and media layout, formatting and interaction.

Text Formatting – Facilities such as font formatting, color, layout and tables, XHTML Mobile Profile enables the delivery of structured, easier to use information in many person-to-person and content publishing use cases.  

Example: User A sends a message to the “weather service”, a server, which responds with an XHTML Mobile Profile-encoded MMS message containing the weather for several cities arranged in a table with bold headers and image icons.

Forms – Forms allow MMS messages to contain surveys, applications and other interactive content that will enable new kinds of interactive content delivery use cases.

Example:  A message from a radio station allows the user to vote for their favorite song by selecting it in a drop-down menu; the resulting selection results in a reply message with that choice being sent as a reply message.

Existing Content – XHTML is in wide deployment.  As such, existing content, tools and knowhow can be easily repositioned to enable and promote the use of MMS messages.

Interoperability – Since it can be rendered on existing HTML 4.0 email clients (without plugins), XHTML promotes ease of interoperability between MMS and existing already-deployed email terminals.

Comparison of SMIL 2.0 Basic and XHTML Mobile Profile Use Cases

SMIL 2.0 Basic

Timing and synchronization

Slideshows, animations and presentations

Diagrams and maps

XHTML Mobile Profile

Document and message layout and style (incl. background images, font styles, etc)

Widgets, forms and applications

Data, tables and lists

Widespread use, lots of tools support and already supported in email clients

XHTML Tools and Implementations

