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Overview

We would like to open a discussion to clarify the motivation for the definition of a PSS4 SMIL Profile.  It is not clear if the burden of defining and introducing a new SMIL profile and the associated implementation burden is justified.  

We apologize in advance for not attending the meetings leading up to the suggestion that a new SMIL 2.0 profile be specified and appreciate the insight into the logic and justification supporting it.

Discussion

The PSS4 SMIL profile is a superset of the SMIL 2.0 Basic profile defined by the W3C.  The following elements appear in addition to those found in SMIL 2.0 Basic:

· SMIL 2.0 Content Control Modules – PrefetchControl
· SMIL 2.0 Media Object Modules – MediaClipping, MediaAccessibility and MediaDescription
· SMIL 2.0 Timing and Synchronization Modules – EventTiming
Questions to discuss:

· What are the use cases for each module of PSS4 SMIL?

· What are the use cases for each module PSS4 SMIL introduces above and beyond SMIL 2.0 Basic?

· Do the benefits outweigh the complexity of introducing another profile?  What are these benefits?

· What is the added implementation burden of implementing these modules?

· Is the already-defined SMIL Basic 2.0 adequate?

· If not, should these extra modules be specified as optional extension so that the MMS Presentation language can be “SMIL 2.0 Basic conformant” as defined by the W3C?

Background

The following is an explanation of functionality provided by the additional modules found in PSS4 SMIL.

PrefetchControl – allows managing of bandwidth in a streaming presentation.  It allows portions of large clips or all data for small clips to be downloaded into memory before playback begins.

MediaClipping – allows a sub portion of an audio, video or animation clip to be played. 

MediaAccessibility – provides mechanisms for use with assistive reading devices for impaired users.

MediaDescription – provides metadata for title, author, copyright and abstract.

EventTiming – Allows for certain events (e.g. the end of a clip’s playback or mouseclick) to control playback.

