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Liaison Statement to 3GPP /SA 4

WG 11 thanks 3GPP /SA 4 for its Liaison Statement.

We would like to recognise the use of the MP4 file format in 3GPP, and we thank 3GPP for their use of MPEG-4 technology.  We appreciate the fruitful collaboration and ongoing liaison effort.

We would like to inform 3GPP of work in progress on the file format.  Following the use of this format by MPEG-4 and Motion JPEG2000 (SC 29/WG 1) as well as 3GPP, the SC 29 Advisory Group on Management has requested that WG 11 form a re-written specification for the file format.  This specification will consist of two parts in WG 11: a base part which is media-independent, and the specific derivation of MP4 from that base.  Support for Motion JPEG2000 will also be derived from this common base.  SC 29 believes that this will facilitate maintenance of this specification and its use across the industry, potentially including 3GPP.  This re-written specification has the schedule shown below. As always, WG 11 welcomes comments on its specifications in progress.  A copy of the MPEG CD using this base format is available to 3GPP for comments.

However, we believe there is alternative approach to the file format which we would like 3GPP to consider carefully.  We suggest the use of an objectTypeIndication within the MPEG-4 systems framework as an alternative way to identify the coding systems used in the 3GPP files (e.g. AMR).  While the use of file-format identifiers is acceptable and will continue to be supported, better compatibility with emerging MPEG-4 authoring tools, servers, and clients, may be achieved by adopting elements of the MPEG-4 systems framework.  MPEG-4 systems experts would be happy to assist in the design.

We would also like to inform 3GPP of a profile of the BIFS systems, Main2D, which has been designed to be fully compatible with the SMIL2.0 Basic profile (BasicContentControl, SkipContentControl, Basic Layout, BasicLinking, BasicMedia, Structure, BasicInlineTiming, MinMaxTiming, BasicTimeContainers). The Main2D also encompasses additional functionality supporting all the modules listed above currently required by 3GPP (with an exception of MediaAccessibility, which will be supported by a more advanced profile at a later date as Accessibility is defined by MPEG-4). 

We look forward to continued fruitful collaboration.

MPEG file format amendment standardisation schedule: 

CD:  July 2001

FCD : October 2001

FDIS : March 2002

IS : May 2002

Attachment: N4270: Text of ISO/IEC 14496-1:2001/PDAM3 (IPMP Extensions)
