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Introduction

This document contains a brief report of the decisions with regard to SA4 matters at TSG-SA#12 (June 18-21, 2001). A list of SA4 input documents at TSG-SA#12 is given in Annex A. (The SA4 Progress Report to TSG-SA#12 is found in TSG-SA Tdoc SP-010301.)

Summary of decisions

All the issues for which SA4 asked approval, were approved. (However, some modifications were made for the PSS-E WID proposal, foremost to state the need for SA1 to prepare service requirements. Also, for moving TS 26.235 to Release 5, a CR was required to clarify that the applicability of the specification to GERAN is FFS.) 

· The work of the processing and listening laboratories participating into the AMR-WB Characterisation Phase 1A was approved (to authorise ETSI to pay the involved laboratories).

· All the CRs from SA4 were approved.

· The new Work Item on Extended Transparent End-to-End Packet Switched Streaming Service (PSS-E) was approved with some modifications (foremost requiring that the definition of Service Requirements for PSS-E must take place in SA1 prior to approval of PSS-E specifications and that the technical work will be done in response to the service requirements). The definition of the work coverage as agreed at SA4#17 remained as such in the WID.

· TSG-SA revised the approval of TS 26.235 to be for Release 5 (instead of Release 4) as requested by SA4. However, the approval was given only after a statement was added (through CR) in TS 26.235 stating that the applicability of the specification to GERAN is FFS in Release 5.

1. Progress in Release 5 Work Items

Rel-5 work was presented (see Tdoc SP-010301).

A draft version 0.3.0 of TR 26.976 "AMR-WB Speech Codec Performance Characterization" (Rel-5) was presented for information in Tdoc SP-010302. There were no comments or questions. The work of the processing and listening laboratories participating into the AMR-WB Characterisation Phase 1A was approved (to authorise ETSI to pay the involved laboratories).
There was a question on who is taking care of IANA registration. It was clarified that the registration process for obtaining MIME and RTP payload formats is ongoing in IETF, and is coordinated through individual companies participating both in SA4 and IETF. Latest available formats are explained in Chapter 9 of TS 26.235. (Note: A CR for these was presented in Tdoc SP-010309.)

2. New Work Items

A proposed Rel-5 WID on Extended Transparent End-to-End Packet Switched Streaming Service (PSS-E) was presented in Tdoc SP-010311 for approval. It was commented strongly by several delegates that SA1 needs to provide service requirements for the work before SA4 can do technical work. Also, the involvement of other relevant WGs was requested to be clarified better. Many delegates also felt that the WID is vague and it is difficult to understand what the content exactly is (except that it conserns extended streaming). On the other hand, some delegates commented that the WID is well written, and complete.

As a conclusion, the proposed WID could not be approved. Foremost, SA1 involvement to prepare service requirements was requested before technical work in SA4 could be carried out. It was left to delegates at TSG-SA#12 if an agreeable WID could still be prepared off-line during SA#12 or if it would be prepared for later TSG-SA meetings. It was also noted that SA1 has their next meeting soon in early July. The many organisations supporting the PSS-E WI in SA4 were urged to work on the Service Requirements for the SA1 July meeting.

Later during TSG-SA#12, a revised version of the PSS-E WID was prepared by a small drafting group. The group addressed the concerns expressed in TSG-SA plenary, and made some revisions to the original WID. In the revisions, it was clarified that the SA4 work would be done in response to (and in agreement with) the definition of Service Requirements to take take place in SA1. The approval of Service Requirements in SA1 must take place prior to approval of PSS-E specifications in SA4. Other revisions include statement that the impact of handover over streaming must be studied, inclusion of SA2 as secondary responsibility of the output specifications, and that the definition of the building blocks for the 3GPP Work Plan under this work item will be a result of the SA1 and SA4 work. The definition of the work coverage as agreed at SA4#17 remained as such in the WID.

The revised WID was approved by TSG-SA#12. It is contained in Tdoc SP-010392 (attached into the zip-file of this report).

3. Maintenance of Releases 

All CRs from SA4 were approved (in Tdocs SP-010303 to SP-010310).

Also, TSG-SA#12 revised the approval of TS 26.235 for Release 5 (from Release 4) as requested by SA4. The approval was given after a statement was added (through CR) in TS 26.235 stating that the applicability of the specification to GERAN is FFS in Release 5. The CR is contained in Tdoc SP-010378 (attached into the zip-file of this report). The CR was approved.

4. Other issues
· In Tdoc SP-010294, UMTS Forum (from their Workshop on Assessing the Requirements for Deploying 3G Services, April 2001) requested information on several issues from the different WGs. They requested SA4 to investigate and to report back if information is available on whether the current 3GPP default speech coders are compatible with voice recognition systems. SA4 Chairman agreed to check within SA4 if information on this is available and will report back at TSG-SA#13. See Tdoc SP-010294 Annex A "1. Network Architectures – 1", attached in the zip-file of this report. (For another request, to SA2 with support from SA4, on whether the network architecture needs to take store and forward of non real-time streamed multimedia, UMTS Forum was requested to liaise directly to SA2 and SA4.)

· During SA1 work presentation, a contribution (Tdoc SP-010293) was presented to request SA1 to study the service requirements for AMR wideband, in conjunction with SA4, and feed these into SA2, as part of a complete AMR package in Release 5. In this contribution, wideband speech was considered to be more susceptible to background acoustic noise and it was felt that it would be beneficial for the user (or a noise detection device within the transcoder) to be able to select whether to use standard or wideband AMR mode. The contribution was noted (not endorsed) and interested companies were asked to provide input to SA1.
ANNEX A:  List of input documents to TSG-SA#12 from SA4

Number
Title
Source
Agenda item
Comment

SP-010281
Reply to “LS on Extended Streaming Service” and “LS regarding User Profile"
SA WG4
7.4.1
Information

...
...
...
...
...

SP-010301
TSG S4 Status Report at TSG-SA#12
SA WG4 Chairman
7.4.1
Information

SP-010302
Preliminary Draft 3GPP TR 26.976 version 0.3.0 "AMR-WB Speech Codec Performance Characterization v 0.3.0" (Release 5)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Information

SP-010303
CRs to TS 06.10 and TS 46.010 on Correction of Fig. 3.2 (from Phase 2 to Release 4)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

SP-010304
CRs to TS 06.12 and TS 46.012 on Corrections of the formula for averaging Xmax (from Phase 2 to Release 4)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

SP-010305
CRs to TS 26.101 on Correction to SID Frame Mapping (R99 and Release 4)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

SP-010306
CRs to TS 26.104 Corrections encoder-decoder operations AMR-NB floating point (R99 and Release 4)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

SP-010307
CRs to TS 26.173 on AMR-WB Fixed codebook initialisation (Release 5)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

SP-010308
CRs to TS 26.174 on Update of AMR-WB codec test sequences after CRs to TS 26.173 (Release 5)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

SP-010309
CRs to TS 26.235 on Update of AMR-NB and AMR-WB RTP payload (Release 4)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

SP-010310
CR to 28.062 on Reference to a deleted TFO message (Rel-4)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

SP-010311
Work Item Description on Extended Transparent End-to-End Packet Switched Streaming Service (PSS-E)
SA WG4
7.4.3
Approval

Attachments (in the zip-file):

1. Tdoc SP-010392: "Work Item Description: Extended Transparent End-to-End Packet Switched Streaming Service (PSS-E)", Drafting Group
2. Tdoc SP-010378: "CR 26.235-002 on Applicability of TS 26.235 to GERAN (REL-5)", TSG-SA WG4
3. Tdoc SP-010294: "Report from the UMTS Forum Workshop on Assessing the Requirements for Deploying 3G Services", Chair of UMTS Forum 3GPP Co-ordination Group & Rapporteur
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