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MPEG acknowledges the reception of the liaison statement from the 3GPP SA4 group, requesting guidance for the registration of code points for non-ISO codecs included in MP4 files. 

MPEG welcomes the adoption of MP4 as file format for 3GPP Multimedia Messaging Service, and thanks 3GPP SA4 for your informative action, which will avoid the possibility of potential future naming conflicts.

ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29 has issued a call for an authority addressing the registration of MPEG-4 ObjectTypeIndication values to identify private data formats (SC 29 N4047  “Request: Candidates for RA of ISO/IEC of 14496-1 ObjectTypeIndication”). 

In reaction to the request of 3GPP, MPEG has extended the scope of the registration authority [document SC 29 N 4174 (WG 11 N4079), see attached], to include registration of external additional items ‘atom’, ‘track handler’, and the specific ‘file brand’ atom. 

MPEG is confident that the registration authority will be operative in the very near future. 3GPP can then formally register the values for codec names for any non-MPEG codec to be used. The Registration Authority will then issue dual code points for ‘sample format identifier’ and ‘ObjectTypeIndication’. This will accomplish two things: the formats can be carried in MP4, and the streamtypes can automatically also be used with the rest of the MPEG-4 Systems specification. Also, 3GPP could register its own ‘file brand’ type, to signal the file contains 3GPP compliant content. Note that after registration, the code points are immediately operational.

MPEG will reserve the code points defined by 3GPP and make sure that these are included in the codepoint database when this is first initialised. 

MPEG would like to take this opportunity to highlight that MPEG-4 Systems contains extremely lightweight profiles specifically designed for binary scene description (BIFS) in low complexity (mobile) environments. Notably MPEG-4 Systems includes the Simple 2-D Scene Graph Profile and the Simple 2-D Graphics Profile. The Basic 2-D Scene Graph Profile has even lower complexity than Simple 2-D, and is highly likely to be adopted in July 2001.  Design points of the of BIFS include: 

· Potential for future integration of new media types, such as 3D graphics 

· Streamed and dynamically updateable scene description

· Progressive download of multimedia content

· Deterministic presentation and synchronisation of different content streams

· Compatibility of XMT, (the XML-based dual textual representation format to BIFS) with SMIL.

MPEG is ready to provide you with further information and to answer any questions you may have.
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