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1. Introduction

Within the current draft PSS specification TS 26.234, video codec support can be summarised as:

H.263 baseline shall be supported;

H.263 profile 3 level 10 should be supported;

MPEG4 Visual Simple Profile Level 0 should be supported

2. Proposal

In the light of developments within 3GPP SA4 & the wider industry since the current position was reached, we would propose a review of the current status of PSS video codecs with a view to considering elevation of MPEG4 Visual Simple Profile Level 0 support to mandatory status.

The current status leads to content creators having to author content to multiple bitstream formats (or a lowest common denominator with no error resilience i.e. H.263 baseline), or that transcoding is somehow supported to enable content to be accessible to all terminals. We would suggest that this is a less than perfect scenario. Whilst H.263 clearly has a strong role in enabling interoperability with non-wireless conversational terminals, it’s arguable that this requirement doesn’t exist for streaming.

Other industry groups, for example WMF [1] & 3GPP2, have elected to make MPEG4 support mandatory for their streaming services since 3GPP SA4 have arrived at their current position; these groups include representation from content providers and evidently there is strong indication from content providers of their preference for the MPEG4 video codec within these groups.

Within 3GPP SA4 we have recently decided to use both the MPEG4 AAC codec & the MP4 file format; and it may be appropriate to strengthen the status of MPEG4 video support in light of these decisions.





3. Summary
Before releasing the first version of the specifications (Release 4), we would propose a review & discussion of the current status of PSS video codec support in the light of the comments above, and to consider whether we should elevate PSS support of MPEG4  Visual Simple Profile Level 0  to mandatory status.

4. References

[1] Wireless Multimedia Forum, Recommended Technical Framework Document Version 1.0

� James Walker		Motorola PCS, Midpoint, Alencon Link, Basingstoke, Hants. RG21 7PL  UK


Tel:	+44(0)1256 790740	Fax:	+44(0)1256 790190


GSM:	+44(0)7765 848680	Email:	James.G.Walker@motorola.com







Page: 1/1


Page: 2/1

