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1. Introduction

SMIL 2.0 Basic Profile has been proposed as the mandatory presentation layout & synchronisation description language for the basic version (Release 4) of the Packet-switched Streaming Service (PSS).

2. Proposal

Whilst supportive of the use of a presentation description such as SMIL 2.0 Basic Profile [1] for multi-element, multimedia presentations, for some `minimal’ classes of presentation this can be unnecessary. These presentation classes would include those where:

· There is only a single continuous media element in the presentation (e.g. audio, video), or

· The presentation elements share a common duration & relative start time, such that synchronisation functions are unnecessary (over & above those provided by RTP), and there is only a single element of a certain type (i.e. audio, visual) such that presentation / composition functions are unnecessary.

In these instances, use of RTSP/SDP should be adequate in describing the streamed presentation elements.

A common example might be a `movie’ clip comprising a single video track, & a single stereo audio track, both of common duration.

We propose that whilst support for the presentation description & synchronisation format should be mandatory in the terminal; that it’s use with content conforming to the minimal presentation classes identified above is optional.

3. Summary

Use of presentation description & synchronisation format is non-mandatory for `minimal’ presentations:

· Single media element

· Single audio / visual media elements of common duration & relative start time

4. References

[1] W3C Working Draft Recommendation: “SMIL 2.0”, http://www.w3.org/TR/smil20/
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