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The working group WG4 ("codecs") of the 3GPP SA is dealing with the definition of a set codecs and media formats for adoption in future 3rd generation streaming and messaging applications. 

In this framework, this group received the mandate to recommend a file format to be adopted for the interchange of audio-visual information in Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) applications. 

This group has determined that the file format MP4 specified by MPEG satisfies the requirements posed by the addressed applications and has recommended its adoption in this framework.

The 3GPP TSG SA/WG4 group has specified a set of media codecs to be used for the transfer of audio visual content in messaging and streaming applications. The recommended codecs were defined in ISO as well as in other standardisation bodies.  In particular, H.263 Baseline has been recommended as the mandatory coding format for video (with optional usage of MPEG-4 VSP Level 0), AMR for speech, AMR-WB for wideband speech. AAC is the current working assumption as the audio codec.

Therefore, in order to be able to use MP4 in the 3G multimedia environment, it will be necessary to include in MP4 file codestreams generated by media codecs that have not been defined by ISO (e.g. H.263 Baseline and AMR). This group considers highly desirable that -where needed- an official codec registration mechanism is used.

We respectfully request that ISO/MPEG informs this group about the status of the registration of non-ISO media coding formats to be used in MP4. 

