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ITU-T Q.24/16 would like to thank TIA TR45.5 and ETSI/3GPP-SA4 for the information provided on your VBR approaches. 

After the presentation of the documents and exchange of points of view, the group recognized merits in the three technological approaches discussed:

1.
Multirate/VAD VBR approach (dubbed MVV)

2.
Specialized Codec VBR approach (dubbed SCV)

3.
Embedded VBR approach (dubbed EV)

However, the group could not agree at this time which of the three approaches would be more promising towards the intended applications. It was clarified in the discussions that the objective of this Question is not to standardize a codec for use in the first wave of Third-Generation (3G) systems, but for the next wave of systems as well as packet-based systems where gains may be obtained from variable packet sizes.

As a result the group adopted the Rapporteur’s suggestions to pursue a three-pronged approach in which three ad-hoc groups will develop three sets of terms of reference (ToR), one for each of the technologies above, to be conducted over the VBR e-mail reflector (vbr@ctd.comsat.com) and moderated by three different members. 

The MVV discussions will be moderated by Mr. Paul Barrett <paul.a.barrett@bt.com>; the SCV discussions will be moderated by Mr.Huan-Yu Su <Huan-Yu.Su@conexant.com>, and the EV discussions will be moderated by Mr. Sean Ramprashad <ramprash@research.bell-labs.com>. 

The discussions will be based on past and present contributions, as well as on new material that will be circulated through the reflector. The conclusions of the work will be submitted to the next SG 16 meeting as TDs from the moderators. In the next SG 16 meeting, the three different ToRs will be compared and a common set of ToRs will be derived. It is the ultimate objective however that a single standard would be identified as a result of this question. Strong consideration will be given to application areas not already covered by existing ITU-T standards.

Interested parties from your groups are welcome to contribute to the email discussions. Interested parties should contact simao.campos@labs.comsat.com  for subscription to the email reflector.
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