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1. Introduction
The IVAS Codec Candidate from the IVAS Public Collaboration is realized as a floating-point C code implementation. IVAS-6 Pdoc [1] includes a working assumption for IVAS fixed-point conversion.
This input discusses the funding aspect and provides a proposal for way forward.
2. Discussion
A joint IVAS Codec Candidate has been developed in the IVAS Public Collaboration project. This codec candidate is realized as a floating-point C code implementation including specifications and support documentation relevant for IVAS selection and fulfilling the requirements for deliverables set in IVAS-6 [1].
Further specifications including the detailed algorithmic description and fixed-point C code implementation are to be provided according to IVAS project plan [2] as follows:
· November 2023 / SA4#126: IVAS specifications 26.252, 26.253, 26.254, 26.255, 26.256 are available for information, 26.251 not available, potential 26.258 CRs
· February 2024 / SA4#127: IVAS specifications 26.250, 26.252, 26.253, 26.254, 26.255, 26.256 are available for approval, 26.251 for information, potential 26.258 CRs
· May 2024 / SA4#128: Agreement on IVAS TR 26.997. IVAS specification 26.258 251 is available for approval. CR on 26.252.
This planned schedule meets the Rel-18 timeline.
According to current IVAS project status and the working assumption on fixed-point code (in IVAS-6 [1]): “IVAS selection will leave about 150 kEuro of the 800 kEuro selection phase budget unused. This amount and any unused funds from IVAS characterization testing may be taken to cover at least parts of the cost for the floating-point to fixed-point code conversion.” And: “If the cost for IVAS floating-point code to fixed-point code conversion exceeds the unused funds for IVAS codec testing, the question of how to top up the funds to the required level needs to be solved.”
It has been discussed previously that speedy decision making on the approach on fixed-point code conversion will require, among potential other clarifications, a good understanding of the funding needs. Basically, this appears to be best achieved if a maximum amount of additional funds (“top up”) and, consequently, a maximum amount per company can be defined and potentially agreed. By having a fixed maximum amount, uncertainty relating to funding will be removed.
3. Proposal
From the above it can be expected that at least 150 kEUR would be available for the fixed-point conversion task (assuming there is agreement to pursue the project according to the working assumption).
There has previously been discussion also on a quote for the conversion task by a third party.
As soon as a (potentially updated) quote is confirmed, a first estimate for the maximum additional funding amount is available given as AMOUNT = QUOTE – 150kEUR.
On the other hand, there is the possibility that additional budget becomes available due to leftover from Characterization phase testing campaign. Since this potential additional budget is not known, it is difficult to plan based on it. Some steps should be taken to consider this aspect for the fixed-point conversion funding, should there be interest to further reduce AMOUNT as given above.
It is proposed to agree on following main aspects:
· Default maximum amount is understood as AMOUNT = QUOTE – 150kEUR, where QUOTE is to be first confirmed. AMOUNT is then to be considered by the IVAS Public Contributors in their decision making and further discussions.
· If further certainty and lowering of the maximum amount is desired (to be discussed), drafting of the Characterization test plan is to be started. At least this should define the maximum size and maximum cost of the Characterization test.
· It is noted that this may require confirmation of test types, experiment costs, and availability of listening labs for Characterization phase.
4. Summary
This input discussed the funding aspect of the fixed-point conversion according to working assumption that is considered to meet the Rel-18 timeline for IVAS completion.
It is proposed to agree on:
· Confirmed QUOTE for the fixed-point conversion task,
· Default maximum AMOUNT to be covered as additional funding (“top up”) given by AMOUNT = QUOTE – 150kEUR, and
· Starting of planning the Characterization tests if reduction of the additional funding is desired. 
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