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1 Overview
The demand for high quality photography has been and continues to stay a dominating factor in cell phone market growth [1]. Reports such as [2] (processed and published by [3]) have shown in the past that smartphone shipments have been devouring not just point-and-shoot but also high-end DSLR cameras as well, by closing the gap in image quality. Additional encoding tools are needed to progress further to achieve even higher image quality.
2 Review of existing SA4 work
With this background it is surprising to see that existing SA4 support for still images is still limited to dated JPEG-based still images [4]. This goes in face of the fact that HEVC coding for still images using the HEIF file format [5] is almost universally deployed and supported by current mobile ecosystem [6], [7]. This file format is designed to enable the interchange of images and image sequences, using the ISO base media file format as its basis [8]. When the requirements of the HEVC-specific brands are applied, the file format can be referred to as the HEVC Image File Format. A similar observation is being made in the currently ongoing Rel-18 PROMISE work. Refer also to S4-231223 [9]	submitted to SA4#125, which notes the importance of the work in this direction.
There have been some comments that still images do not demand QoS issues related to video, but SA4 deals with codecs important for the mobile ecosystem, e.g. via MMS services, regarless of the fact how demanding a specific codec is.
3 Proposal
A corresponding pCR is provided for an HEVC tool study to add support for HEVC still images for agreement.
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