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1 Introduction

At the previous SA4#108e meeting, the outcome of offline discussions on the IVAS standardization process was reported by the EVS SWG chairman in [1]. Since then, further discussions on the option of forming a public collaboration for the development of a joint IVAS candidate codec have been ongoing by the source companies. 

2 Public Collaboration in the Standardization Process 

In [1], the envisioned principle of a public collaboration was outlined. This document reiterates and refines the principles and adds further information.
Collaboration in public assumes a joint development of a single candidate codec starting from an initial baseline corresponding to work item objectives, agreed codec requirements, and common insights on market needs. The conditions of participation need to be represented by clear rules for making contributions, participating in and funding of testing, supporting maintenance etc. 
Terms and conditions for the Public Collaboration would be required. The term Contributor would be introduced with a definition of all associated rights and obligations. The code base would be available in public. Contributors would have read/write access rights to the code base to be able to contribute, and others would have read-only access rights for the purpose to inform about the progress of the joint development of the codec candidate by the public collaboration group and for discussions in the EVS SWG and SA4.
The basic principle of accepting a contribution from a Contributor to enhance the codec is on the basis of technical merit; furthermore, principles of collaboration and trust among the Contributors are expected to unleash synergies leading to a technically superior IVAS codec candidate within limited development time. On the other hand, every Contributor would have the obligation of e.g. supporting (funding) selection testing, providing inputs in specification drafting phase or to the code, among others.
The result of the public collaboration would be a joint codec candidate and this joint IVAS candidate would be submitted for selection. This candidate would then undergo the regular selection process in 3GPP, potentially against other candidates not developed by the public collaboration parties. In the codec selection the task remains to show best possible compliance to 3GPP-agreed design constraints and performance requirements based on 3GPP-agreed selection processing plan and test plan, which are all under 3GPP SA4 control.


3 Conclusion

The basic principles of the anticipated IVAS codec Public Collaboration effort were presented. 
The sources find that an important part of such an approach is the transparency towards the public under which such a public collaboration is carried out. Further essential aspect is that the joint IVAS candidate – the outcome of the public collaboration effort – would be submitted for selection to undergo the regular codec selection process in 3GPP.
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