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1 Introduction
H.263 was a state-of-the art codec in the last millennium and made mobile video possible and an actual reality. Many 3GPP specs adopted H.263 and H.263 was the format of choice for the first mobile video deployments. For a brief history, please check https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H.263. The author is even personally attached as the first research and standards work happened in the context of H.324 and H.263. 

However, more than 20 years later, this format has done its duty and 3GPP should feel good about sending this codec to retirement as part of their Rel-16 specs. Actually, several specifications already removed any status around H.263 from their specifications, but have some leftover H.263 related statements. TS 26.140 still recommends the use of H.263.
Why is it relevant to retire older codecs? Supporting codecs on hardware is a significant amount effort and cost, including area size, design and testing. Even if the codec is supported in SW only (which may well be ok for H.263), it still requires a significant amount of unnecessary and costly testing efforts. Supporting such codecs on newly shipping 5G device will just reduce space for new codecs and technologies to be potentially added. One important reason is, that despite on Android there is SW codec for these formats, there are more and more devices such as watches which which do not use Android and hence would require custom H.263 integration. 
Hence, we propose to remove any normative (shall, should, may) statements related to H.263 from Rel-16 specifications and also clean the specifications from any references and context to H.263. 
The same issue applies to MPEG-4 Visual which does not have any status in any spec, but many leftovers still.
Note that this does not remove H.263 and MPEG-4 Visual from earlier Releases.
2 Proposal

It is proposed to

1) Agree that the issue introduced in the introduction deserves to be addressed in Rel-16 timeframe

2) Schedule a 3GPP SA4 telco on this matter on June 9, 2020, 3pm – 5pm CEST with the following mandate

a. Agree on CRs to 3GPP SA4 specifications for Rel-16 in order to remove H.263 and MPEG-4 visual from relevant specifications. This in particular includes

i. TS 26.114

ii. TS 26.140

iii. TS 26.234

iv. TS 26.244

v. TS 26.346

b. The host of the telco is Qualcomm Incorporated

c. Submission deadline is June 5, 2020, 3pm CEST
3) Use the draft CRs in S4-200853, S4-200854, S4-200855, S4-200856 and S4-200857 as basis for the work. 

	S4-200853
	Removing H.263
	draftCR
	Rel-16
	26.140
	15.0.0
	TEI16

	S4-200854
	Removing H.263
	draftCR
	Rel-16
	26.114
	16.5.2
	TEI16

	S4-200855
	Removing H.263
	draftCR
	Rel-16
	26.244
	15.0.0
	TEI16

	S4-200856
	Removing H.263
	draftCR
	Rel-16
	26.346
	16.4.1
	TEI16

	S4-200857
	Removing H.263
	draftCR
	Rel-16
	26.234
	16.0.0
	TEI16


4) Agree this work to it under TEI16. If decided that a new work item is needed, added to the above mandate:

a. Agree work item for Rel-16 to address the mentioned issue.[image: image1.png]
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