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Number: L201839A 

Subject: Liaison to 3GPP SA4 on DASH APIs 

From: DASH-IF 
Liaison Officer, William Frantz <dashif+liaison@groupspaces.com> 

To: 3GPP 
3GPP Liaisons Coordinator <3GPPLiaison@etsi.org> 

Date: 25-Sep-2018 

 
Dear 3GPP SA4 Experts, 
 
The DASH-IF wishes to thank 3GPP SA4 for your July 2018 liaison which included feedback on 
the DASH Event processing model as well as information that the 3GPP SerInter work item 
timeline has been extended. We wish to provide a status update on the development of DASH 
APIs for Interactivity (DAInty), in support of 3GPP.  

Regarding the Event processing model, DASH-IF has decided at this time to specify both event 
dispatch modes: 1) as early as possible, and 2) at the event start time, the selection of which 
will be controlled by the application. We have begun two parallel work tracks on the DASH API 
specification: a) implementation via the open-source, Javascript library based DASH player 
dash.js, and b) specification in WebIDL. 

For the dash.js implementation, we are evaluating the currently-defined 
MediaPlayerEvents interface for reuse and extension to support additional functionality 
associated with DASH Events. Regarding WebIDL, we believe it can serve two purposes. First, as 
a high-level language definition of the interface, it can be readily translated to platform- and 
OS-specific APIs in support of native applications. Secondly, DASH-IF is currently in discussion 
with W3C’s Media Timed Events Task Force, which is studying enhancements to browser-based 
support for timed events related to audio or video media on the Web. There is possibility that 
the WebIDL APIs defined by DASH-IF for DAInty may be recommended by this group. 

Work schedule wise, we expect that completion of the Event API specification in WebIDL will 
likely require another two months. Afterwards, the DASH-IF will pursue definition of the timed 
metadata track API and the interactivity usage measurement and reporting API. While it’s too 
early to predict the timeframe of the DASH APIs completion, we expect sometime in 1Q’19 to 
be a reasonable target. 
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The DASH-IF asks that the 3GPP SA4 take the above information into account and provide us 
any related comments or questions. 
 
Next Meeting: 

- DASH-IF #19 Face 2 Face   Dec 4-5, 2018, San Diego, CA, USA   
 
 
Regards, 
William Frantz 
DASH-IF Liaison Officer 


