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___________________________________________________________________________


S4 thanks N2 for the LS on Transcoder Free Operation (TrFO), including the attached Stage 2 description for TrFO. The LS was noted. The LS and the Stage 2 description will be reviewed until the next meeting of S4 (Jan 2000) and an answer may be formulated then, if felt necessary.

At the same time S4 sends in the attachment TS 26.103 “Codec List for GSM and UMTS” back to N2. The TS was approved by S4 and is forwarded to SA#6 for approval.

Note that the TS contains the specifying part for the Codec List that is quite stable now. 

It is as much as possible aligned with the Codec List in Tandem Free Operation (TFO).

The TS contains also some informative parts regarding the envisioned procedures for TFO and TrFO. Both procedures are not described in a final version and contain open items still. Therefore modifications may be needed to these informative parts in TS 26.103, or the informative parts may be removed at a later stage.

TFO for GSM (GSM 08.62) and TFO for UMTS (TS 28.062) are in the responsibility of S4. 

GSM 08.62 has progressed to CR A001 for approval in release 98. Some work has to be performed still to settle certain details of this recommendation early in year 2000.

TS 28.062 has not yet been started, but should be rather quickly prepared, once 08.62 is completed. 

It is felt important to harmonise TFO and TrFO for UMTS and GSM as much as possible. Both procedures differ mainly in call control in the CN, but are very similar in traffic handling. Especially the UE and RAN should see only minor differences between the two. 

S4 therefore kindly asks N2 for being kept informed on TFO and TrFO matters.
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