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This document provides a summary of the key outcome of the TSG-S4#7 meeting. Please report to the official meeting minutes for a full review of the discussions. A list of S4 outputs is provided in attachment 1.

Completion of Release 99:

Reviewed the progress status for completion of Release 99 and identified the following critical issues:

AMR: Decision required on interoperability requirement. Should it be mandatory for 3G Terminals and if so the different annexes in TS 26.093 must be completed.

AMR: ANSI C-Code (TS 26.073), Test Sequences (TS 26.074) and Frame Structure specification (TS 26.101) must be approved at the next meeting.

AMR: A preliminary version of TS 26.103 (interface to Iu) must be made available by the editor over the reflector prior to the next meeting and reviewed for approval at the next plenary.

AMR: R99 3G Specifications must be reviewed and updated if necessary to be applicable to GSM and 3GPP.
AMR: The AMR 3G Characterization Report (TR 26.075 or TR 26.901) will only be completed in 1Q00.

AMR: Agreed to prepare a new specification (TS 26.103) defining the Codec Types and Parameters for the BICC protocol and the support of Transcoder Free Operation. First version to be discussed at the next meeting and if available over the reflector before the next meeting.

Codec for Multimedia Service: There will not be any H.323 deliverable for Release 99.

QoS for Speech and Multimedia: Quantitative evaluation of H.324 over 3G network (TR 26.912) to be updated with relevant AMR evaluation results and to be approved at the next plenary.

Transmission planning aspects of services for 3G networks: No contribution. Decision required at the next meeting on options to cancel or delay the corresponding deliverable (TR 26.915).

3G Audio-Visual Terminal Characteristics: No contribution, No draft deliverable so far. Preliminary version of a base specification to be provided over the reflector prior to the next meeting.

Tandem free for 3G: No progress so far, waiting for the completion of the related GSM Work tem. Availability of specifications for completion of Release 99 appears now unrealistic. Decision required at the next meeting on options to keep WI in Release 99 or delay to Release 00.

WI-1: Mandatory Speech Codec

Approved one CR on TS 26.090 (Ver. 3.01) and one CR on TS 26.091 (Ver.3.0.1).

Noted that SMG11 approved 9 new CRs (#011 to #019 )on the GSM 06.73 (AMR ANSI C-Code). A new version of the AMR C-code and Test sequences is to be distributed in the week following the plenary. The corresponding update of the TS 26.073 is expected for the next S4 plenary.

Also noted the approval (by SMG11) of 3 CRs on the GSM 06.93 (CRs #003, #004, #005). The corresponding R99 CRs are expected for the next plenary.

Reviewed an updated version (1.1.0) of the TS 26.074 (AMR Test Sequences). The formal approval was postponed to the next plenary.

Reviewed a number of Liaisons from the RAN Working Groups and agreed to set up a Joint Meting with R1 (and possibly other RAN sub-groups) to discuss all open issues on the support of the speech service over the Radio Access Network. A tentative date of November 19 was set for the joint meeting with R1.

Noted a response Liaison from R3 agreeing with the S4 proposal to define in the TS 26.102 the mapping of the generic AMR frame content as defined in the 26.101 on the Iu Interface. The liaison also contains R3 inputs for this mapping. Preliminary draft of the specification expected before the next plenary.

No progress on the preparation of the AMR 3G Characterization Test Plan. A list of test conditions must be prepared and the availability of the corresponding Error Patterns clarified.

WI-2: Codec for Multimedia Telephony service

Received one contribution from Samsung related to a postponed proposal from Nokia for the inclusion of a recommendation for the H.263 encoders to keep the RTYPE unchanged to take advantage of the GOB and slice header Group Frame ID (GFID) field in recovering corrupted picture header data. It was felt that this issue needed further analysis and any decision was again postponed to the next meeting.

Noted in a liaison from TSG-CN that the content of the TS 26.112 would be transferred into exiting specifications under CN responsibility.

Approved an extension of the scope of the Work Item to produce a floating point version of the AMR C-code dedicated to PC implementations. Created a sub-group to work on this item with the objective to produce a first draft of the specification for the next S4 plenary. The development project will include a verification/characterization phase to verify the performances of this AMR version. This task must be completed before the specifications can be formally approved.

WI-3: QoS for Speech and Multimedia Codec

Reviewed additional AMR characterization test results presenting subjective quality test results as a function of FER/RBER. Agreed to include a subset of these results in TR 26.912.

No other input. See Completion of Release 99 section.

WI-4: 3G Audio-Visual Terminal Characteristics

Answered to a LS from STQ welcoming a possible future collaboration with STQ for the development of the 3GPP Acoustic and Visual specifications for 3G Terminals.

No other contribution received at this meeting. A first draft specification is now expected over the reflector prior to the next meeting. Because of the lack of contribution, the different deliverables could be compiled in a smaller number of specifications. To be decided at the next plenary.

WI-5: Codec(s) for Wideband Telephony service: Common item with SMG11

Reviewed and updated preliminary drafts of the Performance Requirements and Design Constraint documents. Defined preliminary milestones to complete the selection on time for the approval of Release 2000 (in December 2000). Received preliminary indication from 8 candidates interested to participate in the corresponding development. All potential candidates are now expected to send a formal letter to ETSI (by the December 1st) officially indicating their interest in participating to the selection. The selection process will be closed to organizations that have failed to send this letter. A formal commitment will be requested when the selection costs will be defined. The number of participant is needed to identify if a pre-selection or qualification will be required. A number of 8 candidates appears to be the maximum acceptable limit without going through a pre-selection. If a qualification is required, it should be completed by March 2000.

Received a Liaison from ITU-T SG16 Q16/20 (sent to Codec groups in 3GGP/3GPP2) proposing a collaboration with 3GPP for the development of the Wideband Codec. This proposition was supported by a significant number of S4 members.

Agreed to prepare a response LS for the next meeting indicating that:

TSG-S4 welcomes the ITU-T SG16 proposal of collaboration in their respective Wideband Codec development activities, with the objective to standardize harmonized solutions between ITU-T and S4.  S4 has already discussed the possibility to include a requirement to support Wideband Codec modes at 16 and 24 kbit/s.  Realizing that this requirement might also have some significant impact (complexity especially) on the proposed solutions, S4 would like to ask ITU-T if they could accept at the same performance level, solutions below the mandatory rates of 16 and 24 kbit/s..
The LS should also present some of the key Design Constraints (Complexity especially) and Performance Requirements agreed so far in 3GPP, and an overview of the S4/SMG11 Wideband Codec development schedule.

WI-6: Tandem Free aspects for 3G and between 2G and 3G systems

More progress registered on the definition of AMR TFO for GSM. The corresponding 08.62 CR is still under discussion in the TFO sub-group. It should be approved by correspondence after the plenary.

The TFO Chairman officially resigned from his position as SWG Chairman and Rapporteur for the 3G TFO specifications. No replacement identified so far.

TFO will not be completed for Release 99. Situation and presentation to SA plenary to be re-assessed during the next plenary.

Miscellaneous

Reviewed and responded to a new Liaison from N2 on the production of a new specification defining the Codec Types and Parameters for the support of Transcoder Free Operation. The first draft of the specification (TS 26.103), must be available at the next S4 meeting.

Attachment 1: 3GPP TSG-S4 (Codec) Meeting #7

Meeting Outputs
Specifications:

None

Change Requests:

Tdoc S4-99380: CR001 to TS 26.090 Version 3.0.1

Tdoc S4-99392: CR001 to TS 26.091 Version 3.0.1

Liaisons:

Tdoc S4-99377: Reply to the N2 LS on Codec Types and Configuration Parameters and Compatibility Issues

Tdoc S4-99405: Reply to the STQ LS on their WI “Conversational speech quality from mouth to ear”

Other:

None

�	Alain Ohana	Tel: 1 972 517 0709�GSM North America	Fax: 1 972 517 0709�Mailing Address: PO Box 868075, Plano, TX 75086-8075, USA	Email: alain.ohana@pcs.bls.com







Page: 1/1


Page: 3/1

