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TSG-SA confirmed at the last plenary that the deadline for the approval of Release 99 would be December 1999 (TSG-SA#6 12/15-17/99). SA also requested that each Working Group list at the same time any pending tasks or missing feature for all R99 Work Items and prepare a Work Plan to complete any remaining activity.

Consequently, it is critical for S4 to identify all remaining tasks to complete Release 99 and if necessary, prepare the requested Work Plan to complete those tasks unlikely to be completed by December 1999.

The following sections provide a preliminary list of remaining tasks for Release 99 (and a lot of questions!). S4 members are invited to comment and/or complete this list and define a possible action plan to complete the expected 1999 deliverables.

1. WI-1: Mandatory Speech Codec: AMR

List of missing items:

TS 26.073: AMR Speech Codec: ANSI C-Code.
Specification not yet approved. No critical item identified.

TS 26.074: AMR Speech Codec: General Description.
Specification not yet approved, missing test sequences for VAD Option 2. Action plan required to prepare the missing test vectors.

TS 26.093: AMR Speech Codec: Source Controlled Rate Operation.
Specification approved but inter-operability requirements are missing and S4#6 agreed to make them mandatory for all 3G UE. Action plan required to complete the corresponding annexes.

TS 26.101: AMR Speech Codec: Frame Structure.
Specification not yet approved. No critical item identified.

TS 26.102: AMR Speech Codec: Interface to Iu.
Only a very preliminary draft available. Specification appears to be required. Action plan required to prepare the specification before S4#7.

TR 26.901: AMR Speech Codec: Performance Characterization
Item not critical for completion of Release 99. Report can only be completed when the listening tests have been performed. TSG-SA was already informed that this report will only be available in 1Q00.

All Technical Specifications: Content to be reviewed and possibly updated to be applicable to GSM and 3GPP (To be confirmed).

2. WI-2: Low Bit Rate Codec for Multimedia Telephony Service
No critical item missing for this Work Item.

All Technical Specifications and the Technical Report for Circuit Switched H.324 Based Multimedia Telephony Service are now under change control. No critical item identified for completion of R99.

No deliverable agreed upon for Packet H.323 Based Multimedia Telephony Service.

3. WI-3: Low Bit Rate Codec for Multimedia Telephony Service
No critical item missing for this Work Item.

All identified deliverables are Technical Reports, but all initially expected for Release 99.

TR 26.912: Quantitative performance evaluation of H.324 Annex C over 3G
Version 1.0.0 available. No new contributions since the approval of version 1.0.0. Should we present this version to TSG-SA#6 for approval?

TR 26.913: Quantitative performance evaluation of real-time packet switched multimedia services over 3G
Version 0.1.0 (skeleton) available. But no technical contribution available so far. The production of the Technical Report is however not critical. It could be made available in 2000 when more test results become available.

TR 26.915: Transmission planning aspects of the services in 3G PLMN System
No technical contribution so far. Completion not critical for Release 99, but do we actually need this Technical report? Can it be derived from the 03.50.

4. WI-4: 3G Audio-Visual Terminal Characteristics
No input received so far for this Work Item. Can we prepare preliminary drafts for all or some of the deliverables before the deadline for approval of Release 99? Should we delay the deliverables to R00? Some of the expected requirements (Acoustic Echo Loss for example) are not defined in any other document! Note that TSG-SA has acknowledged that Test Specifications could be made available after the actual Technical Specifications and has already accepted that the corresponding specifications are made available in the first half of Y2K. Should we reduce the number of deliverables?

The expected Release 99 deliverables are:

TS 26.131: Narrow Band (3.1kHz) Speech & Video Telephony Terminal Acoustic Characteristics.

TS 26.132: Narrow Band (3.1kHz) Speech & Video Telephony Terminal Acoustic Test Specification.
Not critical.

TS 26.135: Terminal Display and Camera Characteristics for H.324 Narrow-band Video Telephony Service.

TS 26.136: Terminal Display and Camera Test Specifications for H.324 Narrow-band Video Telephony Service. Not critical.

TS 26.137: Terminal Display and Camera Characteristics for H.323 Narrow-band Video Telephony Service.

TS 26.138: Terminal Display and Camera Test Specifications for H.324 Narrow-band Video Telephony Service. Not critical.

5. WI-6: Tandem Free Operation in 3G systems and between 2G and 3G systems
No significant input so far. This Work Item is expected to be completed for Release 99. A detailed Action Pan is required to complete this work. Can we still expect draft deliverables before TSG-SA#6? Should we review the list of deliverables?

The agreed list of Release 99 deliverables is:

TS 22.053: Tandem Free Operation of speech codecs; Stage 1 service description.
Version 0.1.1 was sent to S1 for information and comments, but no comments were received so far. Should we forward this specification to TSG-SA for information or approval?

TR 26.920: Architectural Model for the 3G Transcoders.
A Liaison was sent to S2 regarding the scope of this report, but no answer received so far. No input received so far for this document although the intended content is likely to provide important information especially for TFO in mixed 2G/3G system architectures or when Multimedia services are activated. Should we keep this report in the deliverable list?

TS 26.121: Technical Specification for Tandem Free Operation within 3G networks. No input so far.

TS 26.122: Technical Specification for Tandem Free Operation between 3G and 2G networks. No input so far.

How much can be derived from the 08.62? Will we have a 28.082?
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