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Joint SMG11#11bis / 3GPP TSG-SA WG4 (Codec) meeting #6
1.
Opening of the meeting

The Chairman SMG11, Kari Jarvinen (Nokia) welcomed the delegates to Sophia Antipolis for the Joint SMG11#11bis / TSG SA WG 4#6 meeting, and thanked ETSI for hosting the meeting.

Mr. P. Usai, Secretary, illustrated the arrangements and facilities available for the delegates.

2.
Approval of the agenda and registration of documents 
, 
The Agenda in Tdoc S4-99209 (see Annex 1) and the schedule in Tdoc S4-99210 were approved.

The list of documents is given in Annex 2. All documents were assigned both SMG11 and S4 Tdoc numbers, but, in order to facilitate the assignment of Tdocs to the Agenda Items (and the reading of this report), only Tdoc S4 numbers will be used. The list of participants is given in Annex 3.

3.
Reports from other groups/meetings



3.1
SMG#29-TSG-SA#4


Tdoc S4-99215 "Report from SMG#29 on Codec Matters" was presented by K. Jarvinen. Noted.

Tdoc S4-99206 "Report from TSG-SA#4 on Codec Aspects" was presented by A. Ohana. Noted.


3.2
Other


Tdoc S4-99230 "3G and GSM Specification Handling (for information)" was presented in detail by P. Usai. It was noted.

Tdoc S4-99231 "Implementation of the 3GPP and SMG Specification Handling decisions (for information)" was presented in detail by P. Usai. It was noted.

Tdoc S4-99232 "3G and SMG Specification Handling (slides)" was presented in detail by P. Usai.

A discussion took place on the transfer of specifications issue and its implications;it was stressed the necessity, in case of transfer to 3GPP, to specify clearly what parts in the specification are for GSM and what parts are for 3G. The consequences of the transfer of AMR specs to 3GPP were debated at length.

Two options were debated, i.e.:

1) to transfer AMR specs to 3G, and create a 3G R99 set of specs, including GSM R99 specific parts (as indicated in Tdoc S4-99232);

2) keep the GSM R98 set of specs for AMR and produce a 3G R99 set of AMR specs as well (without GSM specific parts).

All decisions were deferred to the discussion under Agenda Item 6.

4.
Work Coordination between SMG11 & TSG-S4

Tdoc S4-99211 "Future Work Coordination between SMG11 and S4" was presented by A. Ohana.

Some comments were made on the proposed organization of Joint meetings, that was substantially endorsed; about the document numbering system (possibly unique, starting from S4-99x00 or SMG11 x00/99, whichever would fit);it was also mentioned the possibility to have divergence of decision on the 'same' CR (for the GSM and 3G parts, respectively).

5.
Work Items & Sub Working Groups


Tdoc S4-99212 "Allocation of Work Items Common SMG11 and TSG-S4 Sub-Working Groups" was presented by K. Jarvinen.

Discussion: three issues were identified and sdiscussed: WB, NS and TFO, as possible SMG only, 3G only or Joint WIs. The NS Rapporteur, Steve Aftelak, agreed to leave the NS WI as proposed in the document.

About TFO, it was proposed initially that TFO could become a 3G WI. On the issue, K. Hellwig proposed to complete the TFO work in the SMG11 Sub-Group until the end of 1999. The discussion ended with the acceptance of the original proposal in the document (TFO in SMG11).

Agreement: the document was approved, i.e. only the WB WI will be a Joint WI.


5.1
Identification of Common WI/Sub-Groups


Tdoc S4-99214 "Proposed Common WI Description for the Wideband Codec" was presented by K. Jarvinen. W. Navarro noted that EDGE was not mentioned in the WI description. It was agreed to add EDGE to the WI description. One wording change, i.e. "could" instead of "should" was agreed. Up to eight WI supporters were identified.

Decisions

The document S4-99214 was revised in Tdoc S4-99246, which was agreed.

About Sub-Working Groups, it was agreed that SQ will be a "common" SMG11 & S4 Sub-Group.

5.2
Management of Common WIs

A Chairman of the Sub-Working Group on Wideband Codec was appointed (I. Varga, Siemens, also Rapporteur); it was agreed that he will report to Joint Plenary SMG11/S4 on the progress of the work.

6.
Transfer of Specifications

Tdoc S4-99213 "Transfer of Specification from SMG11 to TSG-S4" was presented by A. Ohana. It was approved (all "?" in the last column were agreed to be removed).

TS 3G 26.071 and 26.090 were felt the two specs requiring more work as containing major differences between the GSM and 3G parts.

Assumption: the work will be organised to try to produce an updated and harmonised version of 26 Series including 3G and the GSM part (decision to be taken at next Joint meeting in October, also for the TRs). Volunteers to edit the specs in 26 Series were requested to come forward asap.

A discussion on the Copyright and IPR issues took place. Both issues welt felt not within the mandate of SMG11, nor in the mandate or S4, both being purely  technical committees (anyway the Chairman S4 will raise the Copyright issue at TSG Plenary A.P. 1).

Tdoc S4-99233 “GSM 01.01 - GSM Release 99 Specifications  V.0.0.2”, from MCC, was presented in detail by P. Usai. Several possible changes were identified. A. Ohana agreed to provide a revised version with revision marks.

Tdoc S4-99234 “3G TS 21.101 - 3GPP Release 99 Specifications  V.0.0.2”, from MCC, was presented in detail by P. Usai. Possible changes were identified also for this document as well. A. Ohana agreed to produce a revised version with revision marks.

7.
Electronic Meetings

A discussion took place after the verbal presentation given by A. Ohana. Paperless meeting was rather strongly supported (through LAN, diskettes, CD-ROM, flash memory cards, etc.). B. Aronson proposed to ask in the registration form whether paper copies are requested. A. Ohana agreed to draft some guidelines for next meetings in Tdoc S4-99245 .

8.
1999-2000 Future Joint SMG11/S4 Meeting Schedule

18-22 October 1999


Host TI, Saint Laurent-du-Var, France

6-10 December 1999


Host ?

24-28 January 2000


Host ?

15-19 May 2000


Host ?

4-8 September 2000


Host ?

23-27 October 2000


Host ?

9.
Wideband Codec


Tdoc S4-99237 "Wideband-AMR Speech Codec Development – Overview (WB-1) v. 0.1" was presented by I. Varga. Editors for all permanent documents were identified. A revised version of the document was produced by I. Varga in Tdoc S4-237R1.


9.1
Work Item Management


The WB Sub-Group will use the 3GPP TSG SA WG4  E-mail reflector (put in the Subject: WB).


9.2
Schedule


A broad schedule was identified (felt rather aggressive). W. Navarro raised some concern about the scenario for the WB AMR codec exploitation, to be clarified in order to justify the huge effort. A. Ohana asked to discuss the need of the qualification phase at next meeting.

9.3
Performance Requirements


It was raised the issue whether TSG or SMG or both should approve the performance requirements. Both were felt entitled to.

9.4
Design Constraints


There was no discussion on this item.

10.
Postponed Issues



Tdoc S4-99245 "Guidelines for holding of Electronic Meetings" was presented by A. Ohana and was approved (one change: and/or ->and). The corrected in real time version will be uploaded in the server.

Tdoc S4-99246 "Common WI description for the Wideband Codec" was approved and will be presented for approval to TSG SA and SMG.

Tdoc S4-99237R1 "Wideband-AMR Speech Codec Development – Overview (WB-1) v. 0.1" was presented by I. Varga. It was approved.

Tdoc S4-99247 "Decisions" was presented by A. Ohana. It was agreed (with all "?" removed). The correct version will be uploaded in the server. In particular, the maintenance of the following specifications was agreed to be proposed to be transferred from SMG11 to TSG-S4:

Number
GSM Ver
Title

02.53
7.x.y
Tandem Free Operation (TFO); Service Description; Stage 1

06.71
7.x.y
AMR Speech Processing Functions; General Description

06.73
7.x.y
ANSI C-Code for the GSM AMR Speech Codec

06.74
2.x.y
Test Sequences for the GSM Adaptive Multi Rate (AMR)

06.75
2.x.y
Performance Characterization of the GSM AMR Speech Codec

06.90
7.x.y
AMR Speech Transcoding

06.91
7.x.y
Substitution & Muting of Lost Frames for the EAMR Speech Channels

06.92
7.x.y
Comfort Noise Aspects for AMR Speech Traffic Channels

06.93
7.x.y
Discontinuous Transmission (DTX) for AMR Speech Traffic Channels

06.94
7.x.y
Voice Activity Detection (VAD) for AMR Speech Traffic Channels

08.62
7.x.y
In-band Tandem Free Operation (TFO) of Speech Codec; Service Description; Stage 3

11.
Any Other Business

Tdoc S4-99238 "Proposed LS to SMG2 on performances and error handling of the Robust AMR Traffic Synchronised Control Channel (RATSCCH)" was presented by W. Navarro. Sect. 5.5 was requested to be further clarified by A. Ohana. The final version of the document will be approved by correspondence within Friday 17 September 1999 (Source will be : SMG11) A.P. 2.

12.
Close of meeting

The Chairman thanked ETSI for Hosting the meeting, the Secretary and all the delegates for their participation.The meeting was closed.
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Annex 4 - Action points

A.P. 1 Chairman S4 to raise the Copyright issue at TSG Plenary.

A.P. 2 Section 5.5 of Tdoc S4-99238R "LS to SMG2 on performances and error handling of the Robust AMR Traffic Synchronised Control Channel (RATSCCH)" to be agreed by correspomndence within Friday September 17th, 1999.

Annex 5 - Output from the meeting

Tdoc

SMG11 No.
Tdoc

TSG-S4 No.
Title

306/99
245/99
Guidelines for holding of Electronic Meetings

307/99
246/99
Common WI description for the Wideband Codec

308/99
246/99
Decisions

298R/99
238R/99
LS to SMG2 on performances and error handling of the Robust AMR Traffic Synchronised Control Channel (RATSCCH)
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