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This document contains a small report of the main discussions during the last TSG-SA#2 (Ft Lauderdale, FL-USA) relevant to the Codec Working group. All members are invited to read the official meeting report for a detailed review of the discussions and results of the plenary.

Report on the TSG-S4 Activities

After a presentation of the TSG-S4 progress status, the TSG-SA plenary approved the Terms of Reference and the 5 Work Items proposed by TSG-S4:

WI S4-1: Mandatory Speech Codec for Narrow band Speech Telephony Service

WI S4-2: Codec for Low bit rate Multimedia Telephony Service
WI S4-3: QoS for Speech and Multimedia Codec

WI S4-5: Codec(s) for Wideband Telephony Services

WI S4-6: Tandem free aspects for 3G and between 3G and 2G systems

The TSG-S4 recommendation to adopt GSM AMR as the 3G Mandatory Speech Codec was also approved.

During the presentation, the following points were clarified:

-
Regarding the High Quality Audio Codec and other codec under discussion, it was indicated that the proposing organizations were invited to clarify the related service requirements in TSG-S1;

-
Regarding the responsibility for the definition of the requirements for the in band control of the Transcoders (equivalent to GSM 08.60 and 08.61), it was indicated that TSG-S4 would have to be involved, but did not consider to have the prime responsibility for this task;

-
Regarding the availability of the AMR IPRs, it was indicated that the organisations holding IPRs on AMR have reported so to ETSI and have indicated their willingness to grant licenses according to the ETSI IPRs Policy. That was considered to be in agreement with the 3GPP Working procedures.

Mr. Järvinen was thanked by the Convenor and applauded by the delegates for his excellent work as Convenor of SA WG4 for the first 2 meetings of SA WG4.

Mr. Ohana, Mr. Järvinen and Mr. Yamaguchi were congratulated on their appointments as Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of SA WG4.

Other items of Interest

The three TSGs elected their respective Chairman and Vice Chairmen.

TSG-SA reviewed the progress status on the definition of the 3GPP Working Methods. The Working Methods specification [SP-99048] proposed by the 3GPP support team was approved by TSG-SA. It proposes to adopt the methods used with success in GSM. The support team also proposed a numbering scheme for the specifications to be generated by 3GPP. The corresponding document is contained in Attachment 1.

The 26 series (26.01, 26.02…) is reserved for the Codec Specifications.

It was agreed that the ‘Baseline Specifications’ would be not correspond to a dedicated 3GPP version number. It was reminded though that it was essential to have at each TSG an updated list and status of all 3GPP specifications in order to have full control on the project and allow the developers to identify at any time a consistent set of requirements.

Regarding Multimedia, it was recognised that the joint SMG1/SMG4/SMG12 Ad hoc has progressed the work on this issue and that this activity should continue in the scope of 3GPP. For that purpose, the TSGs approved the creation of a cross WG ad hoc on Multimedia between TSG-S1, S2, S4 and T2 under the leadership of TSG-T2. Since then, a dedicated reflector was set up (S1_MM) by the 3GPP support team. (see also S4-99056 for a draft version of 22.72 on ‘Realtime Multimedia’)

A proposal to define the set of Terminal Capabilities required by the 3G Service Capabilities was also approved. It was decided that all Working Groups should be asked to identify the Terminal Capabilities in their area of expertise (see S4-99054 and S4-99055).

Two Liaison Statements from TSG-SA to the other TSGs related to the Work Program were also approved. They are provided in Attachment 2 and 3 for information.

The Project Co-ordination role of TSG-SA was discussed at length. It was decided and later confirmed by the PCG that:

· TSG SA will not, in principle, meet at the same time as the other TSGs, so that representatives of each of the other TSGs and TSG SA WGs can report to the TSG SA meetings, to facilitate information exchange between WGs and the TSGs.

· TSG SA will be the co-ordination point for the approval of 3GPP work.

· TSG SA is responsible for the arbitration of disputes between TSGs, as documented in the 3GPP Working procedures.
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