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Changes to 26.244 V6.0.0 for H.264
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Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply:

continuous media: media with an inherent notion of time. In the present document speech, audio, video and timed text

discrete media: media that itself does not contain an element of time. In the present document all media not defined as continuous media

PSS client: client for the 3GPP packet switched streaming service based on the IETF RTSP/SDP and/or HTTP standards, with possible additional 3GPP requirements according to [3]

PSS server: server for the 3GPP packet switched streaming service based on the IETF RTSP/SDP and/or HTTP standards, with possible additional 3GPP requirements according to [3]

3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [6] and the following apply.

3GP
3GPP file format

AAC
Advanced Audio Coding
AVC
Advanced Video Coding
BIFS
Binary Format for Scenes

ITU-T
International Telecommunications Union – Telecommunications

MIME
Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions

MMS
Multimedia Messaging Service

MP4
MPEG-4 file format

PSS
Packet-switched Streaming Service

RTP
Real-time Transport Protocol

RTSP
Real-Time Streaming Protocol

SDP
Session Description Protocol

SRTP
Secure Real-time Transport Protocol
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Conformance

5.1
General

The 3GPP file format is structurally based on the ISO base media file format defined in [7]. However, the conformance statement for 3GP files is defined here by addressing constraints and extensions to the ISO base media file format, registration of codecs, file identification (file extension, brand identifier and MIME type) and profiles. If a 3GP file contains codecs or functionalities not conforming to this specification they may be ignored, i.e. a 3GP compliant file parser may ignore non-compliant boxes.

5.2
Definition

5.2.1
Limitations to the ISO base media file format

The following limitations to the ISO base media file format [7] shall apply to a 3GP file:

-
compact sample sizes ('stz2') shall not be used;

-
movie fragments shall not be used.

5.2.2
Registration of codecs

Code streams for H.263 video [9], MPEG-4 video [10], H.264 (MPEG-4 AVC) video [21], AMR narrow-band speech [11], AMR wide-band speech [12], MPEG-4 AAC audio [13], and timed text [4] can be included in 3GP files as described in clause 6 of the present document.

5.2.3
Extensions

The following extensions to the ISO base media file format [7] can be used in a 3GP file:

-
streaming-server extensions (see clause 7);

-
asset information (see clause 8);

-
video-buffer information (see clause 9);

-
encryption (see clause 10);
-
AVC file format (see [20]).
If SDP information is included in a 3GP file, it shall be used as defined by the streaming-server extensions.

5.2.4
MPEG-4 systems specific elements

For the storage of MPEG-4 media specific information in 3GP files, this specification refers to MP4 [14] and the AVC file format [20], which are also based on the ISO base media file format. However, tracks relative to MPEG-4 system architectural elements (e.g. BIFS scene description tracks or OD Object descriptors) are optional in 3GP files and shall be ignored. The inclusion of MPEG-4 media does not imply the usage of MPEG-4 systems architecture. Terminals and servers are not required to implement any of the specific MPEG-4 system architectural elements.

5.4.3
Basic profile

The 3GP Basic profile is branded ‘3gp6’ and is used in MMS and PSS. Conformance to this profile will guarantee the 3GPP file format to be used internally within the MMS service, as well as PSS to interwork with MMS.

The following constraints shall apply to a 3GP file conforming to Basic profile: 

-
there shall be no references to external media outside the file, i.e. a file shall be self-contained;

-
the maximum number of tracks shall be one for video, one for audio and one for text;

-
the maximum number of sample entries shall be one per track for video and audio (but unrestricted for text).

NOTE:
The Basic profile of 3GP in Release 6 corresponds to 3GP files of earlier releases, which did not define profiles. Files with brands ‘3gp4’ and ‘3gp5’ in Release 4 and 5, respectively, correspond to files with brand ‘3gp6’ in Release 6.
NOTE:
For H.264 video in a Basic profile 3GP file, the restriction on the number of video tracks implies in particular that there shall be no alternative tracks (including switching tracks) and no separate tracks for parameter sets.
5.5
File-branding guidelines

The file-type brands defined in this specification are used to label 3GP files belonging to Release 6 and conforming to one or more profiles. 3GP files may also conform to earlier Releases or even to other file formats, such as MP4, which is also derived from the ISO base media file format [7]. 

Table 5.1 contains a non-exhaustive list of examples with 3GP files for various purposes. All 3GP files of Release 5 or later shall contain the compatible brand ‘isom’ indicating that they conform to the ISO base media file format. All 3GP files with H.264 video shall contain the compatible brand ‘avc1’ indicating that they conform to the AVC file format [20]. The major brand shall be included in the compatible brands list as well. If a file contains more than one (3GPP) brand in the compatible brands list, the major brand indicates the “best use” of the file. For example, a Release-5 file with audio combined with Timed text is best played by a Release-5 player, but may also be played by a Release-4 player that does not support timed text.

Table 5.1: Examples of brand usage in 3GP files

	Conformance


	Suffix


	Brand
	Compatible brands
	Example content

	MMS and download: Files shall contain one or more of the brands 3gp4, 3gp5 and 3gp6. It is good practice to include compatible brands of earlier releases to enable legacy players to play the files.

	Release 4
	.3gp
	3gp4
	3gp4
	H.263 and AMR

	Release 5, 4
	.3gp
	3gp5
	3gp5, 3gp4, isom
	H.263 and AMR

	Release 6, 5, 4
	.3gp
	3gp6
	3gp6, 3gp5, 3gp4, isom
	H.263 and AMR

	Release 6, 5, 4
	.3gp
	3gp6
	3gp6, 3gp5, 3gp4, isom
	H.263, AMR and Timed text

	Release 6, 5
	.3gp
	3gp6
	3gp6, 3gp5, isom
	Timed text

	Release 6
	.3gp
	3gp6
	3gp6, avc1, isom
	H.264 and AMR

	

	Progressive download and MMS

	Release 6, 5, 4
	.3gp
	3gr6
	3gr6, 3gp6, 3gp5, 3gp4, isom
	H.263

	Release 6, 5, 4
	.3gp
	3gr6
	3gr6, 3gp6, 3gp5, 3gp4, isom
	interleaved H.263 and AMR

	Release 6
	.3gp
	3gr6
	3gr6, 3gp6, avc1, isom
	interleaved H.264 and AMR

	

	Streaming servers: Some files may in principle also be used for MMS or download.

	Release 6
	.3gp
	3gs6
	3gs6, isom
	AMR and hint track

	Release 6
	.3gp
	3gs6
	3gs6, isom
	2 tracks H.263 and 2 hint tracks

	Release 6, 5, 4
	.3gp
	3gs6
	3gs6, 3gp6, 3gp5, 3gp4, isom
	H.263, AMR and hint tracks

	

	General purpose: Files that are not yet suitable for MMS, download or PSS streaming servers.

	Release 6
	.3gp
	3gg6
	3gg6, isom
	4 tracks H.263 (and no hint tracks)

	Release 6
	.3gp
	3gg6
	3gg6, isom
	2 tracks H.263, 3 tracks AMR

	

	3GP file, also conforming to MP4

	Release 4, 5 and MP4
	.3gp
	3gp5
	3gp5, 3gp4, mp42, isom
	MPEG-4 video

	

	MP4 file, also conforming to 3GP

	Release 5 and MP4
	.mp4
	mp42
	mp42, 3gp5, isom
	MPEG-4 video and AAC


6
Codec registration

6.1
General

The purpose of this clause is to define the necessary structure for integration of the H.263, MPEG-4 video, AMR, AMR-WB, and AAC media specific information in a 3GP file. Clause 6.2 gives some background information about the Sample Description box in the ISO base media file format [7] and clauses 6.3 and 6.4 about the MP4VisualSampleEntry box and the MP4AudioSampleEntry box in the MPEG-4 file format [14]. The definitions of the Sample Entry boxes for AMR, AMR-WB and H.263 are given in clauses 6.5 to 6.8. The integration of timed text in a 3GP file is specified in [4] and the integration of H.264 (MPEG-4 AVC) is specified in [20].

AMR and AMR-WB data is stored in the stream according to the AMR and AMR-WB storage format for single channel header of Annex E [15], without the AMR magic numbers.
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