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1. Overall Description:

SA4 would like to thank ETSI TC STQ for their Reply LS on improvements of ETSI EG 202 396-3 for application with modern mobile terminals.  
In the context of SA4 Ext_ATS work item (work plan attached in S4-120843), inclusion of an objective predictor of uplink speech quality in the presence of background noise is a high priority item. SA4 has developed frameworks for conducting ITU-T P.835 experiments suitable for the purposes of training and validation of objective P.835 predictors. These frameworks are available as Ext_ATS permanent documents 3 and 5 (S4-120621 and S4-120545 attached). In addition, SA4 has conducted multiple P.835 experiments according to said frameworks. A summary of the re-training databases and its conditions is available in the Ext_ATS permanent document 4 (Tdoc S4-120842).
It is expected that a re-trained version of the ETSI EG 202.396-3 model will be brought to ETSI TC STQ by HEAD Acoustics GmbH as a contribution for the ETSI STQ#40 meeting. SA4 informs that this re-trained model, outlined in Tdoc S4-AHQ058, has been evaluated in SA4 (documents S4-AHQ053, 055 and 059) and fulfilled the requirements for performance established in the Ext_ATS permanent document 6 (Tdoc S4-120841).
It is expected that individual member companies of ETSI will kindly provide a subset of the validation databases (signals and objective scores) to ETSI TC STQ for the purpose of verifying implementations of the re-trained ETSI EG 202.396-3 model.

In addition, it is expected that Dynastat Inc. will kindly provide the American English speech material used for the P.835 experiments conducted in the Ext_ATS work item to ETSI TC STQ.

2. Actions
To ETSI TC STQ:        
SA4 kindly asks ETSI TC STQ to consider this information in the context of  work item 199 and keep SA4 informed on any updates to the ETSI EG 202.396-3 specification. SA4 would also appreciate a  specification containing a self-sufficient description (including test vectors) allowing interested parties to perform an independent implementation, as this is a requirement for the objective predictor within the Ext_ATS WI. SA4 would appreciate if the update and a reply LS can be made available prior to SA4 #70 meeting.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG4 Meetings:
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