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1. Overall Description:

SA4 is in the process of specifying a reception reporting mechanism that can be used for acknowledging reception of file-objects over MBMS. This procedure is one of several post-delivery procedures used by MBMS user services after the MBMS-bearer-based delivery. With reception reporting an HTTP POST request is used to report to the BM-SC that a file has been successfully received by the UE. The report is encoded in XML format. The capability of providing several reception reports in one HTTP POST request is being considered as well. S4-AHP174 attached provides a list of agreed principles for future SA4 work on reception reporting.

SA4 sees reception reports being used for both statistical purposes (i.e. collecting information on service performance from a sub-set of the UEs) and for acknowledgement collection. A reception acknowledgement could be used, for example, by the BM-SC to compile a list of receivers that have successfully received the content using MBMS. This list’s complement is then used to take corrective action towards those receivers that could not receive the MBMS content (e.g. send the content using MMS). 

SA4 has also discussed the possibility of using delivery acknowledgements for charging purposes. In this case, the acknowledgement would be used to charge the user for the delivery of a file. However, it is clear that in this case the UE might refrain from sending a reception report in order to avoid the associated charge. 

2. Actions:

SA3:
SA3 are kindly asked to consider the implications of using reception reports for acknowledgement collection noting that acknowledgement collection may be used by the BM-SC to take further action.

Further SA3 are kindly asked to consider the feasibility of extending the delivery acknowledgement mechanism for charging purposes and to report back to SA4 on whether this is possible

SA5:
SA5 are kindly asked to consider the possibility of using the acknowledgement mechanism for charging purposes and provide feedback on charging options for MBMS

SA2: 

SA2 are kindly asked to consider the possibility of using acknowledgement for charging purposes and to provide feedback on whether alternative mechanisms exist or if the proposed mechanism can be enhanced.

3. Dates of Next TSG SA WG4 Meetings:

TSG-SA WG4 Meeting #33
22-26 November 2004

Helsinki, Finland
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