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1 Introduction
During SA4#92, a reply LS was approved and sent from SA4 to RAN2 and CT3 in S4-170219 on RAN-assisted codec adaptation. In particular, CT3 was asked to provide feedback on any potential core network impacts on RAN-triggered session re-negotiation (based on the RAN-recommended bitrates received by the UE), which may be considered, for instance, if the RAN-based DL/UL bitrate recommendations cannot be supported by any of the negotiated codecs.
A reply LS from CT3 was issued during the CT3#88 meeting in C3-171255 addressing SA4’s questions and recommending the following:
“CT3 would recommend that RAN considers to restrict RAN-recommended UL/DL bitrate information to be within the boundaries set by the MBR and GBR of the bearer.”
2 Recommendations
It is proposed that SA4 follows CT3’s recommendation to restrict the RAN-recommended UL/DL bitrate information to be within the boundaries set by the MBR and GBR of the bearer. It is also proposed that SA4 communicates its agreement with CT3’s recommendation to RAN2 so that the RAN2-specified signaling of the recommended UL/DL bitrate information from eNB to UE also complies with this requirement and is set to be bounded by the range between MBR and GBR of the bearer. 
Since the derivation of GBR and MBR by the PCC based on negotiated SDP parameters (e.g., based on the guidelines established by TS 29.213 and TS 29.214 and examples provided in TS 26.114) is expected to be aligned with the negotiated codec configurations and associated bitrates, such restriction of the RAN-recommended UL/DL bitrates should no longer result in any RAN-triggered session re-negotiation for MTSI sessions over GBR bearers. For MTSI sessions over non-GBR bearers, it is still to be seen if RAN-triggered session re-negotiation can be beneficial and related guidelines are to be discussed by SA4.

Prior to SA4#93, RAN2 will meet again during the week of 3-7 April 2017 and will have the opportunity to update their RAN-based signaling framework based on the recommendation from CT3 provided that this recommendation is agreeable by RAN2. Please note that this SA4 telco was not granted any power to liaise RAN2 (since no such request was made during SA4#92) so SA4 cannot officially communicate with RAN2 prior to SA4#93 on this matter. In any case, RAN2 has also received the LS from CT3 containing the above recommendation and can revise their solution during their upcoming meeting provided that this recommendation is agreeable by RAN2.
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