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1 Introduction

The Work Item Improved Video Support is currently studying the update of the baseline and advanced terminals video capabilities for PSS and MBMS in the Release 9. For the last mentioned category, two different profiles of H.264 AVC are under discussion: High profile and Scalable Baseline profile.

By this contribution, Orange would like to express its vision in terms of video codec specification and would be pleased to see the TR objectives modified in that sense.
2 Discussion

From the beginning of 2009 a Work Item called Improved Video Support is under study. A technical report has been put in place in order to collect the relevant use cases for both the baseline and the advanced terminals.

The advanced terminals capabilities are subject to discussion on the choice of the video codec profile and level to be supported. In fact H.264 AVC High profile is compared to Scalable Baseline profile according to the following criteria:

· Coding efficiency

· Quality of Experience

· Quality of Service

· Decoding complexity

Orange thinks that the comparison is not needed as H.264 AVC is seen as a codec and SVC adds functionalities on top of AVC. This way the TR should first discuss on H.264 AVC Baseline and High profiles specifications for the main use cases (file download and streaming over PSS and MBMS). After this, the architecture cases based on SVC such as:

· access bandwidth management

· continuity of service (graceful degradation)

· content portability

· …
…should be studied and compared to already existing mechanisms. 

Moreover, this work should not only take care at investigating the managed services case but also the unmanaged services one (over the top video delivery solutions). Actually, it is today predictable that proprietary solutions will appear in the landscape. We believe it is the role of 3GPP to bring some guidance and alternative solutions to proprietary ones.

3 Proposal

Based on this discussion we propose to:

· Agree on the focus of the level of H.264/AVC Baseline Profile for baseline terminals.

· Agree on the focus of the level and possible restrictions (e.g. interlace tools) of the H.264/AVC High Profile for advanced terminals.

· Agree on the need to study separately SVC opportunities in order to specify some recommendations about its use over PSS and MBMS services.
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