TSG SA4-EVS SWG Conference Call #36
AHEVS-316
23 July, 2014


Source:
EVS SWG Secretary
 (Orange)
Title:
Draft report from SA4 EVS SWG Teleconference #35 (17th June 2014)
Document for:
Approval

Agenda Item:
3
Executive Summary
The EVS SWG conference call #35 took place on June 17, 2014, 14:00 CET for 2 hours with a bridge provided by Ericsson. There were 24 participants and 5 input documents (including the agenda). All documents were covered.
This call addressed the status of selection tests, characterization phase matters (potential schedule, test plan and methodologies), and the status of the verification NDA.

The conclusions and decisions made in this conference call are summarized below:

· It was decided that Dynastat will provide access to ETSI to a dedicated FTP folder used for the upload of CuT executables, and several contact names from PCs will be sent to Dynastat by June 18, 2014 to identify who will upload CuT executables by the deadline. The EVS SWG Chairman stated that the preparation of EVS codec selection was on track and could proceed as scheduled. Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) committed to provide scripts on June 17, 2014, after this conference call. AHEVS-314 was pre-allocated for this purpose.  

· On the verification NDA, it was decided that Mr. Jon Gibbs (Huawei) would just send out an email to the SA4 reflector informing that the final legal text will be available on request from him.
· Regarding characterization phase, Fraunhofer indicated that they are a potential volunteer for the HL and Samsung indicated that they are a potential volunteer for the CL. Dynastat committed to provide specific proposals for the distribution of test methodologies on specific sets of conditions in characterization.
1 Opening of the session: June 17, 14:05 CEST
The EVS SWG Chairman, Mr. Stefan Bruhn (Ericsson), opened the EVS SWG teleconference call; he invited to use the hand-raising tool (http://tohru.trace.wisc.edu/). Minutes were taken by the EVS SWG Secretary, Mr. Stéphane Ragot (Orange).
2 Approval of the agenda and registration/allocation of documents
The EVS SWG Chairman presented the agenda in AHEVS-309R1 (see Annex A of the present report). 

Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) noted that the agenda did not cover the status of processing scripts, and he wondered whether final scripts were available. The EVS SWG Chairman agreed to cover such status report during the call. Mr. Stéphane Ragot (Orange) stated that he would have expected to receive scripts as a Tdoc input for this call to endorse scripts before they get used in selection processing. The EVS SWG Chairman noted the request to endorse scripts and he proposed to check the status of scripts to conclude that everything is on track and according to the selection plan.
The agenda in AHEVS-309R1 was agreed.

3 Urgent selection phase matters
Selection test labs were invited to give a status update.

Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) stated that he received an email from Mr. John Tardelli saying that the initial crosscheck between HL and CL had been completed, and he committed to get a release of scripts by end of June 17.

Mr. Schuyler Quackenbush (ARL) confirmed that the HL and CL had just completed the crosscheck of all scripts, i.e. scripts written by HL produced output waveforms (concatenated and individual) identical to scripts provided by Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) to the CL. He clarified that the crosscheck was performed using the LL material for all reference codecs and for the preliminary CuT. He recalled that the HL and CL had to receive the final executable CuT to be ready for the listening task effort.
The EVS SWG Chairman noted that new random seeds have to be received to give new entry points for error patterns and to select background noise files, and apart from this, only CuT conditions had to be re-processed.
Mr. Schuyler Quackenbush (ARL) anticipated at smooth and quick progress once the final seeds and CuTs are received.

Mr. Paolo Usai (ETSI) clarified that he will provide the random seed on June 23, 2014. It was recalled that ETSI will send the random seed to the HL and the HL will forward it to the CL.
Mr. Ira Panzer (Dynastat) asked to clarify who would deliver the final CuT executables. Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) explained that in any case the PCs will upload the executables to the FTP server and then they will write a mail to the 3GPP reflector. 
The EVS SWG Chairman asked if it would be sufficient to note that there will be a person who will upload the CuT before the deadline. It was clarified that ETSI and the HL could get access to a common folder on the FTP server to receive CuT executables, to avoid 2 deliveries (one to ETSI, another to the HL). Mr. Ira Panzer (Dynastat) confirmed that Dynastat would provide an access to ETSI to retrieve the submitted CuT executables; he emphasized that someone needs to confirm that the submitted CuT is final and that only one CuT version will be uploaded (as there could be more than one access to FTP). After further discussions, it was found agreeable that PCs provide contact names offline to Dynastat, by June 18, 2014.

Conclusion:

Dynastat will provide access to ETSI to a dedicated FTP folder used for the upload of CuT executables. The random seed will be provided by ETSI to the HL on June 23, 2014. Several contact names from PCs will be sent to Dynastat by June 18, 2014 to identify who will upload executables by the deadline.
Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) asked when one could expect a release of processing scripts and in which form (e.g. Tdoc for next call).

Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) committed to provide scripts on June 17, 2014, after this conference call. AHEVS-314 was pre-allocated for this purpose.  

Mr. Nobuhiko Naka presented TD AHEVS-311 EVS Permanent Document EVS-8b: Test plans for selection phase including lab task specification v.1.1.1, from Editor
Two changes are editorial: first change in section 3.1 where one sentence describes the delivery of master seed from ETSI, next change in part 6 where one MNRU value (for highest MNRU) is corrected which does not any processing.
Comments / questions:

None.
Conclusion:

TD AHEVS-311 was agreed. 

The EVS SWG Chairman stated that the preparation of EVS codec selection was on track and could proceed as scheduled.
It was clarified that there was no input expected on the selection processing.

4 Characterization phase matters

Mr. Ira Panzer presented TD AHEVS-312 Initial Draft Schedule for the EVS Characterization Phase, from Dynastat, Delta, Mesaqin.com
A schedule schedule is presented knowing that characterization results need to be presented in SA4#81. It is noted that a new NDA for the characterization phase, the characterization test plan and processing documents are necessary.
Comments / questions:

Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) stated that the focus in near-term is the NDA for characterization. He stated that the NDA needs to be signed by end of July. He commented on companies that need to be involved in this NDA.

Mr. Jon Gibbs (Huawei) suggested to setup an NDA between LLs, so that LL test material could be made available to the HL. He stated that one could reduce the number of companies involved, and in an ideal world LLs need to have the NDA signed with companies doing the processing.

Mr. Imre Varga (Qualcomm) asked how it would be possible for the HL to begin processing before SA4#80-bis. He emphasized that EVS-6b says that PCs have to deliver final source code at the start of SA4#80-bis in end August 2014. 

Mr. Ira Panzer (Dynastat) clarified that the proposed schedule indicates when listening labs will be uploading source material to PC HL. He stated that 2 weeks after the selection meeting, the HL could begin processing some experiments to get their scripts using LL source material.

The EVS SWG Chairman noted that Dynastat would like to start processing in mid August 2014, quite some buffer, even if manage conditions later

Mr. Ira Panzer (Dynastat) clarified that the early start of processing is a placeholder to secure completing processing by end of Sept. 2014. He invited someone from PC HL to speak on that. He stated that, from LL perspective, the Sources are concerned about the start time for characterization testing and when processed files will be uploaded to the server.
Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) stated that the steps listed from week 8 to week 14 are suggested tasks to be completed. He clarified that on Sept. 15 the LLs would expect to retrieve processed material, to get the tests run in weeks 15 to 18. He stated that between weeks 11 and 15 it would be up to PCs to determine how processing is done. He emphasized that labs need 4 weeks to run tests.

The EVS SWG Chairman asked if the verification NDA could cover characterization to avoid another round of legal review, in particular in the summer period. Mr. Jon Gibbs (Huawei) noted that the tasks of HL and CL are listed and tasks involved different companies; he also explained that ETSI is not part of the verification NDA. He stated that it is not easy to make the NDA from verification applicable to characterization. He suggested considering having a bilateral NDA between HL and LL, as a backup. He stated that the HL will have access to the latest executables, in anticipation of the codec selection by SA4.
Mr. Stéphane Ragot (Orange) stated that it is difficult to process anything before the final approval of codec specifications including potentially CRs to the codec itself. He noted that the NDA in characterization is only to cover LL material from labs, and commented that this NDA may be different from previous ones.

Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) stated that the proposed schedule suggests that there is possibility to start beforehand on both NDA and HL. He commented that the NDA can be addressed once the HL is identified, and this NDA will just cover LL material. He invited to finalize the decision on who needs to sign the NDA for characterization.

The EVS SWG Chairman noted that no HL is assigned in characterization. He asked if PCs could do the processing. Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) asked if it is acceptable for LLs that PCs be HL. The EVS SWG Chairman stated that the NDA for verification could be reused and there could be just one company among PCs who would have an NDA with LLs to cover materials. Mr. Jon Gibbs (Huawei) noted that the problem of the software licence agreement from verification is that confidential information is provided by PCs; he explained that this framework is incorrect for characterization as the majority of confidential info is coming from the LLs to the HL (PCs).
The EVS SWG Chairman stated that, if a single PC would be the HL, it might be possible to have an NDA between this company and LLs and this single company would not be allowed to share this material with other PCs. He asked LLs whether this could a possibility before laying out the legal framework.

Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) thought that it was already agreed that PCs would be the HL. Mr. Ira Panzer (Dynastat)  stated that Dynastat can work have an NDA with a PC HL for characterization phase, so that material is not to be distributed anywhere else; he emphasized that one needs to have a decision on who would be the HL. The EVS SWG Chairman suggested to identify who could be HL, and to check whether there would be any interested company.  Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) could not commit to act as HL, he requested some time until the next EVS SWG call. The EVS SWG Chairman suggesting to take this as an action item for the next call on July 23, 2014.

Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) stated that to keep the proposed schedule one would need to do the NDA before the next call. The EVS SWG Chairman agreed that the NDA could be prepared before getting the final confirmation of potential volunteers.

Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) asked if CL is needed or not. He asked if CLs need to be identified. He stated that Samsung is a potential volunteer for CL. The EVS SWG Chairman indicated that ideally there could be two volunteering companies for HL, and one could be HL, the other could be CL, then the call for potential candidates for HL would also cover potential CL labs. 

Conclusion:

TD AHEVS-312 was noted. 

Fraunhofer indicated that they are a potential volunteer for the HL.

Samsung indicated that they are a potential volunteer for the CL.
Mr. Craig Greer presented TD AHEVS-310 Proposals for the EVS Characterization Phase, from Samsung
The contribution is proposing updates to the characterization test plan. 

Comments / questions:

Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) indicated that it is important to progress some of the identified experiments.
Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) noted that some annexes are not relevant for characterization, e.g. HL and CL duties and responsibilities. Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) stated that even if the HL is done by a PC, it needs some guidance. The EVS SWG Chairman noted that there is no legal contract this time for HL but this could help the HL to do its tasks properly to maintain such an annex, he stated that specifying what HL and CL tasks are is very helpful.
Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) stated that there is no need to edit the test plan which can be reviewed in the next EVS SWG call.
Conclusion:

TD AHEVS-310 was noted. 

Mr. Alan Sharpley presented TD AHEVS-313 Test Methodologies for the EVS Characterization Phase, from Dynastat, Delta, Mesaqin.com
This methodology topic is brought early enough because there is not much time to make decisions.
Comments / questions:

The EVS SWG Chairman commented on the cost assumption for new methodologies, he asked if this would require a new cost estimate or whether it would be in the expected range.

Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) stated cost estimates for ACR and DCR and ITU-R BS.1285 using non-expert subjects would remain the same, he clarified that for the MUHSRA and BS.1116 methodologies there would be an individual price quote from each lab, depending on the scope of those tests. He noted that under MUSHRA a limited number of conditions  can be tested, using expert listeners. He commented that LLs agree that any BS.1116 or MUSHRA should probably be negotiated between the group and individual labs.
Mr. Jon Gibbs (Huawei) asked if the number of conditions in BS.1285 would be similar to DCR. Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) asked how many conditions could be tested if BS.1285 is recommended for stereo, he also asked if there are MNRUs to accommodate for.

Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) stated that one can count on about the same overhead, 15-20% of conditions would be reference conditions, which would be about the same framework as DCR.
The EVS SWG Chairman stated on BS.1285 is suitable to high quality, and it seems to be more suitable for a mixed mono and stereo test.

Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) clarified that BS.1285 is an adaptation of BS.1116 which is designed to test small impairment, for an upper range of quality. He stated that the methodology for stereo FB should be discussed in the SQ SWG. He noted that for mixed bandwidth tests in the past exercises ACR and DCR have been used.
Conclusion:

TD AHEVS-313 was noted. 

Mr. Alan Sharpley (Dynastat) commented that the Sources could come back with specific proposals for the distribution of test methodologies on specific sets of conditions.
5 Other business
The EVS SWG Chairman invited to provide a status update on the software evaluation agreement for verification.

Mr. Jon Gibbs (Huawei) stated that the final text is available from 12 parties, and he would send it out to the 12 parties and 4 companies interested in the verification tasks. Mr. Stéphane Ragot (Orange) asked if this should be addressed only to the 4 interested companies. Mr. Jon Gibbs (Huawei) stated that he could send it to the SA4 reflector or he could send an email to the SA4 reflector saying that the text is available. Mr. Imre Varga (Qualcomm) felt that it is is sufficient to send the text to those interested in verification; Mr. Nobuhiko Naka (NTT DOCMO) supported this view. Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) suggested sending an email to the SA4 reflector, without providing the text.
The EVS SWG Chairman concluded that Mr. Jon Gibbs (Huawei) would just send out an email to the SA4 reflector informing that the final legal text is available on request from him.
6 Close of the call: June 17, 16:05 CEST

The EVS SWG recalled that next call will take place on July 23, 2014. He thanked delegates and closed the meeting. 
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